
Lord Hall of Birkenhead 
Director General 
BBC 
Broadcasting House, 
Portland Place,  
London  
W1A 1AA         30th April 2014 
 

Nightingales 

I am writing to ask if you would re-start the tradition begun in 1924, by your predecessor Lord 

Reith, of transmitting a live broadcast of a singing nightingale on the night of May 18th.  As you 

will know, this was the BBC’s first Outside Broadcast and attracted an audience estimated to 

exceed one million people.  So popular was it, that the BBC continued the live broadcasts every 

year until 1942, when a particularly evocative recording was made but never transmitted, of a 

lone nightingale singing as RAF bombers mustered overhead, in preparation for a raid on 

Germany. 

Today there is if anything, even more public feeling for nightingales but there are far fewer of 

them.  I and more than 1,000 others feel that it would enrich the lives of everyone in Britain if 

the BBC could once again arrange such a broadcast.  I attach a copy of a petition addressed to 

the BBC, which explains why (it got a mention on Newsnight – you may have seen that). 

There is no organisation behind this petition, although I know several conservation groups 

stand ready to help.  The idea for it came to me one day when I was waiting for my family in the 

café at IKEA in Thurrock, and was reading a media story on the sad decline of songbirds, which 

mentioned the iconic first BBC broadcast.  It seemed natural to ask the BBC, as the the great 

informer and relayer of British national passions and culture, to bring the broadcasts back. 

I know you are a great advocate of the arts and opera but if by chance you have never heard a 

real live, singing nightingale, I recommend it as something that improves the quality of life, and 

would be happy to try and arrange it for you. 

Please do give this consideration.  It could become a wonderful moment of celebration. 

Yours sincerely 

Chris Rose 

12 Jolly Sailor Yard, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk, NR23 1LA.  01328 711526    

Attached: petition (still open at https://you.38degrees.org.uk/p/nightingales)    

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/p/nightingales

