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PART 1 Introduction

Gretat Kdzy 6 SNH ' yR 9EGAYyOiGA2Yy wSoSttA2yT 2N wD¢Q |y
RSolFdS o2dzi OfAYFGS OKIy3aSo DNBidlF ¢KdzyoSNB |y
power children and the young over adults and parents, ExtinctidrelRen because of their energy

YR RA&NMYzZLIGA GBS WNBoSfftA2yaqQo ¢tKS OStSoNRGe &adl
should not distract attention from the fact that as well as unsettling parental assumptions about

climate, she is is an ipsation to young people, and in particular to women and girls, all over the

world. Even if she stops now, her legacy will roll on.

That prominence has also brought vicious attacks on Thunberg, particularly from a fringe of older

white malecommentators guch as in Australjaperhaps because she threatens their adherence to

0KS PRAGNRBAHD FNIYAYyT 2F LI NBYGIGK22R FyR AdGa LI GNRI
that she is a time traveller.

Photo From 1898 Sparks Hilarious Theory That Greta
Thunberg Is A Time-Traveler
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Screenshot from Huffington Post

GT and XR are rightly being taken seriously and their meteoric rise to become leading actors in climate
politics has taken everyone, including themselves, by surprise.

CKA& of23 A& Ye |GdSYyLwLii d2 a1 1S abhaughisoneafitis K G |y
critical, it will help them, and in particular help their efforts align with those of others trying to tackle

to climate crisis, as they approach their next phase. This includes the campaigning NGOs who were
sometimes left bewilderedni their wake in 2019, and the vast nhumbers of people in business,
academia, research, and in politics and government, who are now working hard to tackle the climate
emergency.

9EGAYOilAZY wSoStftA2y YR DNBiGl ¢ KdpfisdSaEeiEharisy 2 3SY S
treating inadequate official responses to the climate emergency as a scandal. Extinction Rebellion in
particular communicates the climate emergency as the mother of all tragedies. My suggestion is that
thisis a pivotal strategy 8 8 dzS F2NJ D¢ - w FyR 20KSNJ LI NIa 2F (K

Il  dAy3 ONBFGSR @lftdadofS ySg az20AFt OFLAGEEZ AdQ:
to move on from just sounding the alarm about the threat, to driving real change by facosiwhat
can be done, and yet is not being done: the elements of a scandal, not a tragedy.

CKS K2dzaS A& 2y FANBI YR aAYLX & NAYy3IAYyI GKS |1
done the world a massive favour but would be doirfgragreater one if they were now to align their


https://www.heraldsun.com.au/blogs/andrew-bolt/the-disturbing-secret-to-the-cult-of-greta-thunberg/news-story/55822063e3589e02707fbb5a9a75d4cc

efforts with those trying to displace the problem with solutions, through targeted pressure on
governments and corporates, in communities, and from within government and businesses at all

levels. ForXR,shd Yy SSR y20X AYRSSR aK2dzZ R y2i YSIyYy ol yR
rebellion against.

Ly Y& @GASégr -wQad WIiKS2NER 2F OKFy3ISQ Aa dzyf A1Sfte
this paper. This may not seem of great net®t outside the UK where XR began just a year or two ago,

and in a few other mostly Englighl y 3dzt 3S RS@St 2LISR O2dzy i NASa ¢ KSN
Y26 KIFa | LINBASYOS Ay Ylye Y2NB O2dzyiUNAS&a>X |yR |
influential beyond the UK.

Real Achievements

Although riding on as much as causing a wave of public concern about climate (the wave started
growing preGT and preXR around 2014), the movement has achieved a huge amount in terms of new

and additional pulic engagement and mobilisation, and it has given new energy, sharpness and clarity

to the wider climate effort. As journalist Polly Toynbess said Wi KFyl1a G2 9EGAYOGA
GKS 'Y8 6SQONB SELISNASYOAy3a I OftAYLFGS Odz G§dzNBE OKI

Both GT and XR have provided new opportunities for mass participation, GT has reframed climate
change from being about the planet or energy choices ttdodm and parents, and XR has provided
disruption, periodically making it a more acute issue. Together with external events and the efforts

2F 20KSNE FTNRY CNASYRa 2F (GKS 9INIK (42 opn FYyR
2 A Y R2 g Q de reatalshtediefents.NJ
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g tSrad Ay GKS 'YX WwWD¢ YR -wQ YIFI& YSNHS Ay i
O2y iNROdziA2Y 2F WDNBiOlI ¢Kdzyo6SNHQ O0F2N) s KAOK NBI R
as #fridaysforfuture) is a fanore important than it may appear, while Extinction Rebellion (also

referred to in this piece as XR), is a lot stranger than it appears. In the UK at least, in many ways, XR

has a valid claim to be the first populist climate movement in the politiczdee

L FLRt23AasS G2 Ftye NBFRSNER 6K2Q@0S 320 GKAA FI NI
it XR is far less significant than GT internationally, at least in so far as a google Trends comparison can
evidence:

@ greta thunberg @ extinction rebellion

S Xl = 24, 20N
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Even in the UK where Xias had a huge impact, GT is still the larger influence:


https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/oct/07/extinction-rebellion-climate-change-deniers

& GFeta Thunbeng & extinction rebellicon

hGKSNJ LIFNIia 2F 0KS WwWY2@SYSyiQ AyOfdzRSE RSLISYRAY:
the Green New Deafronted by ReprsentativeAlexandria Ocasi@ortezin the US and promoted by
organisations such g&unriseMovement, and thesreen New Deal Grolp the UK. If they succeed,

these will be significant as their agenda converts straight into change policy for energy and economy

and conventional government action. | apologise riot doing them justice in this paper. So far,

neither GT nor XR are really working in this space.

Different Narratives

Although they are often associated around public events, GT and XR have different game plans and

2y 0SS @&2dz IS0 WAy (diferantkn&rratioeS.S Grat®) Thunheiy Kand -the Associated
WAGNR]TSNARQ INB YlIAyfte OFfftAya 2y (GKS !'b 3I20SNYYS
WEAaGSYy G2 GKS aO0OASYyOSQ FyR 0G 2y GK2@ImitA YI 4GS
of the Paris agreement. XR makes the same topline call to heed the science but in the UK at least, its
gamedplan is very different.

XR intends overthrow of the government through a system of mass participatiorviotant civil
resistance,and then its replacement with (and this part becomes increasingly vague) a series of

W/ AGAT Sya 'taaSyoftasSaQ (2 |3INBS 2y ylLiaAaAz2yltft Of AYl
RSY2ONI GAOCQ F2N¥Y 2F 3I20SNYylFyOSo

If extended globally, whichitwould SSR G2 06S G2 NBFIffte NBaz2ft @S (KS (
NBIljdZANE (GKS 2@0SNIKNRg 2F SOSNE YyS2f A6 SNIfQ 3;
dictatorships, totalitarian regimes and undemocratic forms of capitalism such as in China and
arguably, North Korea.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_New_Deal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria_Ocasio-Cortez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunrise_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Green_New_Deal

Until | started looking into it, this aspect of Extinction Rebellion was not at all clear to me, and | suspect

to manyothers.L KIF @S o6t 233SR | o0AG Fo2dzi GKS ySg Of AYL
A0NAR]1SaQ aSSYSR (2 KIFI@S YdzOK Y2NB LRGSYyGAlrft GKI
Rebellion as a parallel protest movement intent on pressing for effectivraan the climate

emergency, and withantD LA GF f AdG G§SYRSyOASao® l'd a2vYS2yS Lk
DNB{GlI ¢KdzyoSNHQA ok NJ ¢ @

An eminent scientist involved in lots of climate work read a draft of this paper commented to me
adespite havng bought the pink book and having been drawn in to several XR related events, | had no
ARSI (KIFIG GKSANI dzyRSNI &@Ay3 20 2STiba faiSto XRatheit 2 2 @3S
NE@2fdziA2y I NBE GKS2NE 27F OKI y 3 8eir headlire gablic Aayfatiie K S 2 LIS
2F RSYlIyR&a (KIG 3F20SNYYSyd RSOtFINBa Iy SYSNESyOe?
'y SYSNHSyOeées FyR aSata dzaJ OAGAT SyQa laasSvyofiasSao
might be that as with thel960s radical Committee of 100 (see S 8 and Conclusions), the climate
demands are a front for the revolutionary objective. Of course both could be true for different XR

actors.

The Cavalry View

Perhaps likenany people who have worked for decades omalie change, my general attitude to

GKS SYSNHSYyOS 2F D¢ chyiRflTwisHiKYS @ekiE A NBIMBIKEAR Y
Ot AYIFGS OKFIy3aSQ FNIYST | oAlG 2F aGKIFIy]l] 3J22RySaa
know had gotinvb 3SR A GK Sy(dKdzzaAlayYs Al RARYyQG &asSsSy G2

to XR, as they obviously knew how to do tactical NVDA such as rollinbloxkd, and were attracting
a lot of support and no doubt had a strategy worked out.

Moreover,iy Y& SELISNASYyOS: 3INRdzJa &detAy3d (KSyasSt gSa
of preF 2 NY¥SR a20A2f 23A0!I f 0KS2NAS&aE FYyR FFNB KAIKTE ¢
OF YLI AFYySNBERQX SalLlSOoAltte ¢KSy (KBaldaldesS Pi&syama | NB
Ffglead K2LISTdzA GKFG Yé 24y LINBO2yOSLIiA2ya I o62dzi
the right things, will be proved wrongl saw GT and XR as ringing the alarm bell more effectively.

What seemed to be missingn the UK was the implementation process beyond declaring
WSYSNHSY OA Saveetedthihy al & H L

! campaign strategy

If climate change = # ¢ jency we need to fight
it like a fire. @ExtinctionR = fire alarm; @thaCCCuk say
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https://twitter.com/campaignstrat/status/1123973108501762051

So it was not until August when | heardalio programme 6 2 dziHl yMESAORG & QO WOt AYLE (S
despair, and how this seemed to be facilitated and actively encouraged by peoplertegende)l

associated with Extotion Rebellion, that | started to wonder. It seemed to me that this focus on
encouraging people to take a journey into despair about climate change based on a conviction that

GKS 3IFYS gl a dzagaRyBSWOl Fa 2yt &8 2 @RiNHotia récipe far KS A y S
winning the war on climate change but simple surrender. It also defined and created a social problem

(very upset people) that would be a lot more attractive to some, than trying to solve the climate
pollution problem: in other wordsa diversion.

Shortly afterwards | read an internal climate strategy discussion paper written for a major climate

bDh FyR F2dzyR Al FR@20FGAy3a | OKIFy3aS 2F &aiGN) GS3:
LI NIfe Al aSSYSRZAADOI KX X S sclasy hivd Bdrdintia@yipéomcbsay
hopefullyca g Sttt y20KAy3a SftasS KFa ¢62N] SR Sy2dzaKzI a2 v
RAFFSNBYyOSo [ SGQa 3IAGS AG | 3F2¢ 0

But to me this introspective journey into gloom seemed to be dangerso at that point | embarked
on trying to understand what was going on, and this paper is (many months later) the result.

The XR Model in Brief

¢tKS - w Y2RSt 2F Hnanmy YR Hamdp 6A0Qa y2g6 dzy RSNJI N
highest proile founder, former spinach farmer and radical activist turned sociology reseaiRbeer

Hallant 55aLIAGS | GLad FyY2dzyyi 2F OARS2aIzybltitISNE |y
derives from a fusion of work by Hallam, Gail Bradbrook and others, under the aegis of Compassionate
Revolution, Radical Think Tank, and Rising Up!

It seems Hallam was responsible for persuading 14 others (see Daily Mail on some of the founders

here) to set up Extinction Rebellion as a RisingUp! campaign, picking climate change because it was

the most significant issue faciggvernments and meriting their overthrow. The previous campaign
experiments of RisingUp! included topics such as tax and economic justice, similar to Occupy, and
FGGNI OGSR FSg F2f{f26SNREOD G GKS f | dzy OKgaida ¥ W/ 2 Y
gl a aol ai @ifLiARE NBRAGzd N odzi A2y 2F 6SI{f 0K FyR L]2gS
KAt S aAOKI St 5AySakK alAR AGa 02y OSNya AyoOfdzRSR
bigmultty  GA2y It ax 0AfftA2YyFANB 26Yy8R YRBRRDNRERQA&LI EsY
of how her activism led to her Extinction Rebellfore.

Based on work by US academic Erica Chenoweth on the relative effectiveness mif ammlenon

A2t Syl NBG2tdzia2yas SOSNBEOGKAY3I Ay - wl YQa adNI S
in disruptive but norviolent civil resistance, at which point they claim any government will fall

W dzi 2 Yl GAOIff@Qd nfodhow Nang gap orfwecksizhiSwould: hsie to Ikt S
ranging from a week or so to indefinitely).


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00050qr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jem_Bendell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Hallam_(activist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Hallam_(activist)
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6927195/The-faces-Extinction-Rebellion-climate-change-chaos.html
https://www.keywiki.org/Gail_Bradbrook
https://www.whatisemerging.com/opinions/psychedelics-and-social-change

7 p— RILL

TA“K :N”x“,"‘ ﬁ
- y g & ==
) AY
SHe
Cu et
‘ 2

¢CKS LINAYI O& 2F WeE¢KS odp: wS@2fdziAz2yQ GKSY ONBI (¢
criticised in others. Everything else gets fitted aroith@nd sometimes bent out of shape to make
that work.

¢CKS &GN} GS32 Aa adzLILR2NISR o6& +y dzyakKl1SlIoftS | aaf
corrupted, including by their tolerance of fossil fuels, and this damnation by associationagitiely
RSTAYSR WwWyS2ftAoSNrftravyQ Aa SEGSYRSR (2 O2@SNI |
committed to revolution.

Solutions Denial

To reach the magical 3.5%, prospective participants are told that nothing effective has been done

about climateOK I y3Ss FyR y20KAy3a A& o6SAy3a | OKAS@OGSR: Of
FYR 3I2@SNYYSyid FOGA2y O6GUGAYTSNAYy3IELD A NRdziSa
engagement with campaigns or activism (including a significant number of miegjeand along with

YIye 2F WIiKS &2dzy3Q3 LINRPolofe& NBfteée KSI@gAafte 2y - w

After a shortlived liaison with business, XR also excludes the possibility that the private sector could
RSt AGSNI STFTFSOGABS OKI yah tebellido hsia vidbieddtiatzii A 2y a RSY A €

Emotionality

To motivate participation, XR uses what HallamlsWSY2 G A2yl f AdeQy |4 GKS a
designing its public meetings to channel people into conditidha@ Y YA (i YSFV 0 & BFARY SW G Q
(speaking feelings and commitments aloud) in small groups; in its calculated interpretation of science
(selectively focusing on worst case possibilities and shearing away any reference to solutions or
progressc ¢ 3 f 2RO A y 3 € 0 Tof rabglliork eéveénts BoSad tb Engender empathy amongst

2yt 221 SNAE FT2NJ LINPGSad2NB WwWal ONAFAOAY3IQ GKSYasSt g
bully campaign groups into supplying participants; and in its encouragement of expressiong,of grie
FYEASGE@E RS&ELI AN YR NI3IS:E RS&AIYSR G2 SyoO2dzN) 3
(probably or definitely) have no future, thereby lowering the threshold to taking illegal actions during
WNBO6StEftA2yaqQo

This is why XR has been out deting talks aimed at children, young people and their parents, telling

GKSY GKF{G (G2RlI&Qa e2dzy3 Ylé y244 tA@S G2 KIF@S |
away examples of progress in changing policy and in reducing emissions, sometimesicdidy,

020K o0& 3A2@0SNYyYSyida FyR bDha o0{SOlA2Y poo® 5S&lLJ
misleading about aspects of climate science, systematically misleading about solutions and campaigns


https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/20/extinction-rebellion-founders-holocaust-remarks-spark-fury

(see Sections & 7), and some say, abotlte social science its rebellion model rests on (see Section
8).

Rethink ?

The Roger Hallam design for XR involved application of a lot of psychological theory, from the micro

to the macro level but XR has applied almost none in its relationship withtgas a whole, whether

pM: 2N gpcdpzs 0S0FdzaS A0 RAR y2d ySSR G2z a GKS
KFayQid GNIYAaLANBRI | ydzYoSNI 2F 0303w KEDSWaGH |
202S00Qk QY TA:B I INIANS Bititktio? Rebellidh $ haViogtepstrategy reth{zee

Postcript) Some insiders, such as Rupert Read, have started talking openly about the need to have

the wider population onside.

Risk

An obvious risk in the eX|st|ng XR strategy ofmngadlsruptlon in order to cause economic cost to

0KS WNBIAYSQ>S Aa GKFdG AF GKS oodp: Aa y2i NBFOKSR
KIS 0SSy I OKAS@OGSR Ay GSN¥Ya 2F NBRdzOAy3 OfAYIGS
b2 O1TAy3a GNIFTFAO 2dziaARS tIFINIAFYSYdG 62N St SOGNARO
efforts, such as its elaborately organised October Rebellion in London in 2019, it will have generated
almost no direct pressure on government policiEsaring directly on emissions. XR poses a law and

order conundrum but putting pressure on policies (and corporate policies) with a direct bearing on

Ot AYF(S SYArAaaAirzyas A& YlIAyfte fSTa O z2datiaggx® wO2y @Sy

XRY KI & Ffaz2 O2yRdzZOGSR FOlA2ya F3IFLAyad F2aairft 7Tdz
mostly disruption protests rather than strategic actions: symbolic rather than instrumental. (In a
RSLJ NI dzZNB FNRY (i KSuarWo20XR ScotiaddNimbed ardox jagk yil/ gas rig

in Dundeen a bid to stop it leaving port. Seven peoplere arrested)

The organisation faces difficult choices in whether or not to adapt or stick with iimariglan, which

many see as unsustainable or unachievable. It seems to me that so far, Extinction Rebellion has been
fIrNBESte akKStGSNBR FTNRY aONHziAye o0& | aaz20AlGAazy
dzYo NBf f I Qo 2 A (i K 2 hiziavelb&eh subjectitdifa® soreiqiieNtioriing. Bléverticless

W Y26 KIFa Iy 2 LhicNlsdzokedt®Od 2 | LILI & | W

Oneperson,whohaskRa f 2y 3 SELISNASYyOS Ay WIANBSy LRtAGAOAQS
and with NGOs commented to me:

GKS Y2NB L RA3I R2gy Ayid2 w23ISNIIFfflFYQa W¢KS2NE
not sure it really is a Theory of Changalh¢ A G Qa 2dzad +y SELINBaairzy 2F RS
no real understanding of how political systems work whatsoexerd that is really worrying we

YSSR 9EGAYyOiGA2Y wSoSttAazy (G2 O2ydAy dzSythisavifuh dzOOS SR
yIEA@Siee o

| agree with that: we need Extinction Rebellion to continue to succeed. Yet as XRUK now rethinks its
approach, it faces the difficult task of taking its small army of followers with it, while changing some
of its strategy so a® bear more directly on politics and policy machinery to shift it into real climate
emergency response mode.

9y 3AF ISR adzLIR2NISNE |yR GKS YSRAL
AT AlQa y2i (20085 YRNBHAYRYAABERS


https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/local/dundee/1062754/extinction-rebellion-activist-vows-to-go-down-fighting-as-protesters-scale-oil-rig-at-dundee-port-and-launch-occupation/
https://news.stv.tv/north/extinction-rebellion-climate-campaigners-board-oil-rig?top
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mid-Course-Correction-Sustainable-Enterprise-Interface/dp/0964595354

do what needs to be done to tackle the climate problem. If disengaged from that, it will have no
LREAGAOFE GNYOQlA2y o LF AdQa y2i OrIDSNSBdptblee 'y d
to being demonized as extremist.

Attacking the efforts of NGOs, trying to coerce them into supporting the revolutionary pathway,
dismissing all governments as incapable of making a significant difference, denying the existence of
solutions, claiming that nothing has been done and nothing has worked, gfmoking the science

and promoting grief and despair, are all hostages to fortune which in my view, will not survive the
AONHziAye GKIFIG gAff O2YS (i KRa&idglights With t&IPCZ@alkihgO i & A
up the problem of climate anxiety are diversions not winning strategies. It also needs to tone down

its exceptionalism which gets in the way of working with or at least alongside others, and deludes its
followers.

L R2y Qi OfFAY (KAAa LI LISN Aad AYidlQpe 2ddad F2YNUNBERS
some thoughts based on public materials and reports.  Most of it concerns Extinction Rebellion, and
Ay LI NI AOdzt F NJ - w ! Y 206/dzii KISQ WD NS H NIt Kald/ DK NH2 YEKBKRY

PART 2
DNBUOlI ¢Kdzy o SNEQ& WbdzOf SI NJ ! YONBf I Q

WF5dz2NAYy 3 (GKS /2fR 2FNE LREAGAOAFYA dzaSR (2 NBFSN
dzYoNBtt I Q 2F (GKS ! yAGSR {GFdSalwisS LYy2 Y AU Kl (2K
sheltered by the emotional power of Greta Thunberg]

G2 K LT / KAfRNBY 5AR ¢KIG C2NJ ¢KS /EAYlIGSKE

hy {G 1 fSyldAySQa 51 &3 CSMaNdgSkBemanmouglas migh Schod OK 2 2 f
in Parkland Florida killed 17 people with a semiomatic weapon. It triggered a new wave of protest

against US gun lawdVith others the Women's March youth branch, called for "students, teachers,

school administrators, parents and allies” to take part in a national school walkout. Four survivors of

GKS tFNYflYyR YMachilorONBived NBI VABRERSOME ( Sald Ay 21 aKAY
0S GKS flad Ylaa akKz22iAy3¢é RSOfFINBR aAdz2NDAG2N 9Y
OF YLI A3Jy O2dzZ R 6S | WIiALLAY3I LRAYIQO®

The studenled movement has changed the American conversation over uhst also had an
impact far away in Sweden, where 15 yedd Greta Thunberg wasorried aboutclimate tipping
points. For some years Thunberg had been trying to peest@r parents; her operasinger mother

and film director fatherg to change their lifestyles in response to climate change. In May 2018 she
won a climate essay competition in the newspap8rvenska Dagbladeind was contacted byBo
Thorénfrom the group Fossil Free Dalsland.

In aninterview with Democracy Noat the December 2018 UN climate summit in Katowice, Poland,

¢ Kdzy 6 SNH ONBRAGSR KAY ¢gAGK IAGAYI KSNI 6KS ARSHE 1
youths in the United States [who] refused to go thi@al because of the school shootings. And then
a2yYS2yS L (1ySsé &alARI G2KFG AF OKAfRNBY RAR GKI G

o'y FEGSNYIFGABS SELX Iyl GA2Yy A &a2016 Kie ay $cKodinétoké NH Q &
timed to coincide with the COP21 UN Paris climate conference, which attracted 50,000 students in
100 countries, although it got less publicity].



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stoneman_Douglas_High_School_shooting
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/students-seize-control-gun-debate-plan-walkouts-march-n849226
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_for_Our_Lives
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/12/11/meet_the_15_year_old_swedish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svenska_Dagbladet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greta_Thunberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greta_Thunberg
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/12/11/meet_the_15_year_old_swedish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_strike_for_the_climate

Gt I NI AFYSYyGd akK2dzZ R aid2L) OGAy3I tA1S OKAftRNBYE

After trying unsuccessfultp get others to join her, on 20 August 2018, Thunberg started a solo strike

outside the Swedish Parliament. She urged parliament to take action in line with the Paris agreement.

Next day others joined her and by November 2018 strikes had spread tcalastherethousands

tookpartAy Ga{ GNR1S n /EfAYFGS ! QGA2yéS ONRYBadYBA (NI FT
pro-O2Ff tNAYS aAyAdaiGdSNI {0200 az2NNRaz2y® alyeg2id Yl
G2 a0G2L) FOGAY3 tA1S I LINIAIFIYSY(ds GKSY YI&oS (KS
YI dzZNR&A NBYFN] | yR (K2 dghunbgidechosdThe Bairdiv® Nifthe Anyleicaih NS R
student gurO2 Y G NP f OF YLI A Iy SNE D a2 S | NBeatokl PdrkandS y T & 2
survivorDavid HoglK F R G 2t R/ dtb thke dome aktioy & & play a role. Work together.

Come over your politics and get something done." The older generation had created this mess and by
R2Ay3a y20KAy3 STFSOGAGS (G2 a2NIl Al 2dziz 6SNBE NIz
emotional reflex of human adults: to pay attention to cries for help from their children.

Y. SAy3a | tIFINByiQ
LY /2YYdzyAOFI GA2ya GSN¥Yasz GKS WySg OfAYIGS Y20SYS
Fda 60SAYy3 W o2dziWw diXdi @I O KSR NIRY 6ISYWR/IF L YA ASaod

Endangered Earth

(TIME magazine covers 1989 and 20f&framing)
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/30/climate-change-strike-thousands-of-students-to-join-national-protest
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/30/climate-change-strike-thousands-of-students-to-join-national-protest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Hogg_(activist)
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the child lies in the bond between parent and child startelirl.

Ot AOKS WiKS

Being a Parent

Y Wo SAy 3 top thredloNBagnibfPossitde oSty cholcesii #dis one of
the few factors which resonates with almost equal power across all the maiesvgioups.

Researchers left 280 wallets on the streets of Edinburgh 42 per cent of the wallets were
posted back in 1otal, (No money but clear id/address)

° ‘BABY HEURISTIC"

dzy RSNI @Ay3 SY20A2ylFf RNAGSNI 2F NBaLRyRAyS3d

leads advertisers to use babies (or puppies that look Hif)yin promotions and branding, and


http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=1903

politicians to kiss babies. The cHikk looks of Greta Thunberg is much remarked on by detractors

FYR &a@YLI 0KAASNAZE | yR akKS aiiENESmCcichRMelidN®dgpSa i | a
aparentaltonell 2 6 NRa DNBGF ¢KdzyoSNBY da X ¢S gAtft 62N
ONRA&AAE 6S FIOS X ¢KA&A Aad y2i kyeadfdR {(KI RIA &K 25d0 KRR :

LG Aa GKAA 6KAOK KlFa 3IADSyA2ykSE  WhySIpO t CofF ANY - daYSD NS &
grown as the student strikes and Fridays for Future have expanded, involving more and more school
children. According to the Wikipedia pagehool strike for the climatitinvolvedWl & € S+ &ad wTn
including in Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Netherlands, Germany, Finland, Denmark, Japan,
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the United States. In January 2019 strikes retorthedd

O2dzy GNARSa [t2y3 gAGK [ 2f 2Y0 Al 350008tddents Priotéstey iR~ | Y R
{6AGTI SNIITYR YR DSN¥XYlIye f2ySQo Ly DSNXIye& |yR
age to 16 to allow them a more effective voice.

Raised Eyebrows

In February 2019 many politicians struggled to judge their response to the growing student strikes. A
Belgian Ministehad to resigrafter wrongly claiming his sagty service had evidence that they were

I YL LY . NAGFEAYS tNAYS aAyAaidSN ¢KSNBal al @&
I FoAYSH aAyAadSNI ! yRNBI [SFRaz2y G221 AaadzsS 6A0K
Ottt RN WVHANHZIKESE $SNB 2y (GKS gNRBRy3I AARS 2F LJdzof |
t SNNE S@Sy &aARSR gAGK adzLILRNIAGS 2LIRaAGAZ2Y LRt .
people in the UK who are highly educated about this issue andiéeglstronglyg quite rightly¢ that

S R2 ySSR G2 GF1S8 0GA2Y 080FdzasS AdQa GKSANI 3
conservativeDaily Telegrapheported i KI & ¢ KF G NBIFff& WNIA&ASR S&SoNP
protest from Carolyn Fairbairn, director general of the CBI [Confederation of British Industry].

Largest Ever

So it became the largest ever climate pdtd = 2 NJ YY2@3SYSyYy (i Qo Mon YAL Az
on 15 March 2019, 4 million on 20 September 2019, and 2 million on 27 September 2019. Hundreds

of thousands also struck in over 1600 towns in at least 125 countries timed to affect the Barope

Elections in May 2019. The-20 September strike was promoted througlarth Strikebacked by a

coalition of NGOs including Greenpeace and 350, Extinction Rebellion, trade unions and mlitician

and timed around theUN Climate Action Sumnoin 23 September, involving 4500 locations in 150

countries. 1.4 million took part in in Germaalpne,300,000in Australia and a million people in Italy.

The September 2019 Climate Strik¥¢éikipedia page details actions in 98 countries and notes that

@50.0rg a group that organised many of the protest®t  AY GKIF G 1Tdc YAfEAZ2Y L
Forbesreporteddl K I & A G ¢ lclimat&prckeSA f | NAESEAINE Q The GSaaMibtRat A RS 0 |
it was the largest in the UK.

I OF&aOIRS 2F LREAGAOFE AYAOGAlLIGAGSEA KFE@S | O02YLIy
at rallies and protests, as politicians scrambled to align themselves with her in a public mea culpa. For
example in the UK, PM Theresa May who resigned Buexit issues, made it one of her last acts to

L SRIAS 2y MM WdzyS OGKFG . NAGEFEAY BREZERRI OKA SIS Wy §
onr WdzyS Hamgpd ¢KS !''YQa 2¢y [ EfAYLOGS [/ KIFy3aS [ 2
O2YYAlYSyd O2yilAya Wiz22LK2fSaQ adzOK a GKS Lka
20KSNJ O2dzy GNRSa NI GKSNJ GKIy NXBefot dny sidesieppada A 2y NJ
opposition from her own Chancellor but marginalised political climate sceptics inside her own party.

As aprevious blog detailedthese people had successfully stiflenshore wind in the UK and a side
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https://rebellion.earth/the-truth/about-us/theory-of-change/
https://rebellion.earth/the-truth/about-us/theory-of-change/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_strike_for_the_climate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_strike_for_the_climate
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/02/15/theresa-may-condemns-thousands-children-staged-school-walk-protest/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Strike
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_UN_Climate_Action_Summit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_2019_climate_strikes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/350.org
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ceciliarodriguez/2019/09/21/biggest-ever-climate-protest-in-photos-greta-thunberg-and-the-worlds-youth-demand-action/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ceciliarodriguez/2019/03/15/unprecedented-global-climate-change-strike-by-students-to-save-the-planet-in-photos/#4fb0c40c7c44
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/sep/20/enough-biggest-ever-climate-protest-uk
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=ade302be-980b-4f8e-afe4-e03d873554c9
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=2345
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E

STFSOU 2F aleéeQa Y20S Attt o0S G2 YIS A
shift the window of climate ambition.

| have no idea if anyone apart from Greta Thunberg herself writes her speécdheart of their power
lies in the way they fold sciendmsed reason into her personification of blameless and betrayed
youth.

Every parent remembers times when they themselves did not want to study and go to school. Most

were prevailedon by theitdr NBy ia ¢K2 (2fR G0KSY AU gt a GAGEE WT
for their children, sustained by the belief that it is for the best if they go to school (even presumably,
WK2YS &a0K22f SNEQUL ® ¢ KS f 23R4 O liodstof parntigyooresdgmaa O f f
GKFG dzyt Saa OfAYFGS OKIFIy3IS Aa GFO1fSRTE GKIFG LINRY
or social contract but a very domestic one.

The school strike proposition creates a psychological pincer movememthich Track 1(the

intuitively, emotionally driven world of the everyday such as epiddent relationships) has combined

with tests set from Track 2 (the expert, analytical evidehased wold). It has succeeded in trapping

politicians in a way that many previous campaigns have tried hard to do but rarely succeeded at, and
y2yS 2y &dz2OK | &aolftSo LG KI IABSY 8itaoughNI O A 2
many of those invb 3SR S&a0KS¢g GKS AR Sthls i1 tHel- gteateksticontkildutio of WO Y LJI
the Thunberg phenomenon.

w
O(
O
U))

Gl AadsSy G2 0K

Sy
LiQa Sy Ol LJadz | Yy ¢Kdzyo SNEHQ&a NBLISFGSR OFffa
2o

G§SR A
g2NI R (@2K&ftaarusSyos
G2S 1y2¢6 Y2al LRt{AGAOAlIYyAa R2yQi gyl G2 Grft1 G2
want them to talk to the scientists instead. Listen to them because we are just repeating what they
are saying and have been saying folOde R S@Greta Thunberg, European Economic and Social

Committee, Brussels, 21 February 2019
aL 1SSLI G4StfAy3a @ 2 dzEubpednPariin®ent)1s Rprif2®9 § KS & OA Sy 0S¢

Galye 2F @&2dz I LIISFNI O2y OSNY SR {KLHaéssueSoulthdtBe 6 a i A
will go back to school the moment you start listening to the science and give us a future. Is that too
Y dzOK (i 2 Hduse§ of Badiament, London, 23 April 2019

Where the students in question reference their commitment to learrang in particular to science,
it re-folds the proposition in on itself.

The genius of particularly studious students forgoing their lessons intended to enhance their life
chances because they believe an unattended climate crisis may make learningsftitidd if tightens

the emotional vice. Securing a good education for their children is an almost universal priority for
FIYAEtASAZ YR Syz2dAz2ylrffes GKIFIG Aa o6SAy3a OFffSR
the climate crisis now means respding to her and her followers, not just familiar environmental

NGO outriders. Thunberg and her followers have personified climate impacts in a way that transcends

I OF RSYAO aOASYUATAO WEAYAGAQ 2N LREAGAOFE O2yOSL

The parents ath grandparents caught most painfully in this grip are those who may have

I Oly26ft SRISR OftAYIGS OKFy3asS +a GKS 3aINBrisSaiad SE
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http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=1746

immediate shoriterm needs of their familieg their own and those of their childreq before
RAANMzZLIGAY I GKSANI tA@PSAE Ay GKS gl e& GKIFIG ¢2ddZ R oS
as an emergency, like war or a deathly plague.

It converts climate change from a Track 2 global governance game for grown up experts, to aalomes
AYUNHzAaA2Y ® ¢ Kstmy 6 BeNJEraygle t@ doyivinoe hed parents and their response,
including her mother foregoing air travel and thus a part of her cacdwsas been both an insulation
against the many attacks mounted against her, ankkast an indication to all parents, that they too
should act.

CKS LREAGAOALFYA FYyR 3JI20SNYyYSylta Yz2ad GNILILISR 08¢
committed to responding to the climate crisis but whose commitment involves a lot ekicking,

pilot projects and rhetoric rather than wholesale action to rapittgnsition out of fossil fuels and

other causes of climate change. This includes those in countries like Germany and the UK and
potentially maybe even China.

2 KFG GASa I 1y2id IFNRdzyR GKSY Aa GKS ¥FI 04 GKFG
perhaps been an added incentive to Donald Trump to double down on his climate denial and quit
Paris, the UN, and all that.

PART 3

The New Climate Movement and the Green Wave

CKS Y2o0AtAaliAaz2y &adz00SaasSa 2F (GKS Wy Smltcaf A Yl 4GS
responses to it are also unarguable, if so far, often indicative rather than very substantial.

Many commentators, particularly journalists, have also pointed to increased levels of public concern
about the environment as evidence of the movem®impact. So has XR itself. Many in XR have been
in little doubt that changes in public opinion can be attributed to their activities. In spring 2019 Roger
Hallamstated

G. ST2NBE (GKS ! LIDNAWQDOA GRODOLIRMENINB A Sfytar 2y Qs GKS 3IS
Fo2dzi OfAYIGS OKFy3aSed ! FGSNI - wQa Lldzof AO RAaNHzLIG
WOt AYIFGS SYSNHSyOe Q¢

Andclaimed

6§6SQBS 200A2dzate KIFIR | Yl 22N adz00Saa X O2y OSNYy 1
KS (2L GKNBS AaadzsSa¢o

This is more open to question. Can it be attributed to XR ?

INnmy2 LIAYA2Yy S GKS LINBaSyl peFiolBoSe/in tieHag 3IB0sAirthaithisy A £ I NJ
primarily driven by reaWorld events, not just activism(There was an earlier wave around 1969

1971).The currentwave is mainly driven by climatelatedimpacts whereas the late eighties one was

a response to a more mixed bag of environmental disasters, threats and discoveries.

As an activist movement can create a positive feedback, the new climate movement is of course both
riding and elevating the) 5 Sy 61 @S o {FfASYld LINRPGSAG OoNARAy3Ia |y
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https://youtu.be/s2sQ3XDxq2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kE4z2eCQV2M

STFSOO 2F 2NAHFIYyAaAAY3I | Y20SYSyd 2N OF YLI ATY YI (¢
itself draws attention, as XR says.

DNB Gl ¢ Kdzy 6 S NEihdsiorfutlids $rikek &ridXR W NE 6 S il hafeypushed up
WSYGBANRYYSYGiQ a02NBa Ay GNI O1 SNJ LJ2f feltedieyentsi KS &l Y
have (egMrs Thii OKSNN& &aLISSOK Ay wmMopyy:X GKS Lt/ / wmop/ |y
YSRAIF O2@SNI 3IS R2Sa 6S3 51 AR CLlindtEGhaneNeheEZ)KQa . f d
and as weatherelated disasters attributed to climate change do, such as the 2007 UK floods, 2018
b2NIKSNY | SYAALKSNE WKSFGgl 8SQ>x 2NJ KS Y2NB NBOS
WA&AdzZS GNIFO1SND LRffas Fye fShgfuyicmingkprodiées ddegaltk Sa |

It makes floods, disasters and political crises interchangeable factors within the same category,
irrespective of whether they may be cause, effect or consequence.

4

Mobilisation of children and youth will also havesettled the assumptions of millions of parents with
psychological, and sometimes social results. This is a qualitatively new magnifier and in my opinion,
GKS Y2ad aA3IYAFAOLIY(H O2yiNROGdziA2Y &2 FIFEN 2F GKS
AaadzsSQ FTNRY | GSOKYyAOFf FyR LREAGAOIE &Ll OS Ayia?z2
AYGSNI Ol 6AGKAY FlFEYAtASao® tKAa Kla 2F0Sy oSSy
succeeded on the scale Greta Thunberg has achieved.

¢KS WiNHzSQ GSaid 2F GKS 6 NBySaa RNAGAy3I OF LI OA
can do to elevate or sustain a wave of public concern but what assets and resources it can deploy to
create impact if and when that wave subsides. Rig@g G KIF G Yl & FSSt fA1S |y
not. This first wave subsided once there seemed to be a big political response, and this one could too.

For instance, imagine what will happen if, and | fervently hope it does happen, the graphs df globa
/ hu SYAadaaAizya IyR O2yOSyuauNXdA2z2ya ail Nlintiage FIF X
2F GFANRG aAYLX AFe GKSy SEIF3IISNI(GS¢ Ai6Qa OSNE LR
there is any political popping of champagné&Ndb & 0> a2YS gAft &dF NI ale&Aay3d
GgKAOK 3IS0Ga NBRAzOSR (2 aiKS LINRofSYQa az2f gSRé®

While those who stop to think about it analytically (tiieack 2discussion) willreadla S G K G Qa y 2 (
OFasSz vYz2ald LIS2LXS gAafft 2dzad w3asSa GKS arxayrtQ i
0 KSoorlsday Clo€k | & | @A&adzf A& + I22R ARSI ® {AYyOS wun
as nuclear conflict but that can send a mixed messageen so, it or something like it should be

centre stage if and when the tidetisrned on global emissions].

It would be a great loss if GT and XR were not players in anao& world because the effective fight
against climate change will be in its most urgent period. The new climate movement and the rest of
the emergency resporets need to get together and work out what the political legacy of this wave is
to be, for there will only be one shot at it.

What People Have Said About XR, GT And The New Green Wave

In October 2019, activist blogger @ecohustler Matt Metkered several concerhso 2 dzi - wQa ai NI
but acknowledged:

WILINAE Q& 9EGAYOGAZY aSghéndnienad ¥ was INSited tb be ahphrt df 2 Y R 2
something so bold and grour@NBS | { A y 3 @ l 2t RAy3d GKS OSYyu4uNB 2F [ 2
FYR 022a0GSR S02t23A0Ft O2yOSNya dzJ SOSNR2ySQa | 3
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https://www.fridaysforfuture.org/
https://rebellion.earth/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=1746
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/doomsday-clock-announcement-midnight-nuclear-weapons-climate-crisis-australia-a9298921.html
https://ecohustler.com/culture/3-challenges-for-extinction-rebellion/

Also in October, Adam Vaughan declaredNiew Scienst i K & KS gl & gNAGAY 3T QA
LIN2GSaidaQsr o SshedriliSie sikefthe Exanctibrl Retsellion ovement has helped
LINR LISt SYGANRYYSyYy(Glf A&daadzsSa G2 6S 2yS 2F GKS G2L

C2ftft26Ay3ad GKS [2yR2Yy ! LINAtf wHAamd WNBoisSdvdalls@gtQr Ay
in_concern in UK about climate charf& Ly Wdzy Sepattéd3Pt DzazE NRA IO y OS Ny
SY@ANRYYSyil NBIFOKSa NBO2NR KAIK Ay 'YQI OAlGAy3d |

Wt dzof AO O2y OSNY I+ 062dzi GKS SYy@ANRYYSyltokGrela &2 NB|
Thunberg to parliament and thextinction Rebellion protesis April. The environment is now cited by

people & the third most pressing issue facing the nation in tracking data from the polling company
YouGov that began in 2010. Environment was ranked after Brexit and health, but is ahead of the
SO2y2Y@&3x ONRYS YR AYYAINIGAZ2YQOD

A quarter of Britons say the environment is one of the three most
important issues facing the country

Health

Environment

In October, IPS@BORIfound G KI G W. NBEAG NBYlFIAyYy&a . NAG2y&auy §2L
SY@ANRYYSylG KAGa A (andrhatIios a differen @1 85% A vgt@Swene pdpn Q 3
concerned about climate change. But what do such polls really tell us?

.2EY WCI OAy3 (KS / 2dzyiNEBQ

Both the IPSOS MORI poll and the YouGov polfrareed | & | 6 2dzi WA &adzSa 7T OAy
lf GK2dzAK GKAa Aa 2FGSy GNBIFGS Fa YSIFadz2NRy3a woO2y
respond on behalf of the country. Asveryfed82 LIt S | Ol dzr f £t & R2 WNMzy G(KS
NE&LR2YR 08 NBFSNBYOAY3I LINRBEASE F2NJ WiKS O2dzy i NEBC

Such surveys snapshot what is most salient, noticeable or-&intind. This can be through direct
experience but is likely to be mostly influenced RA I 2NJ 82 OAlf YSRALI ® ¢ KS
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https://www.newscientist.com/article/2217269-global-climate-strikes-millions-take-to-the-streets-to-demand-action/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-rolls-reveal-surge-in-concern-in-uk-about-climate-change?utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=GuestPost-LBarasi
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-rolls-reveal-surge-in-concern-in-uk-about-climate-change?utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=GuestPost-LBarasi
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/05/greta-thunberg-effect-public-concern-over-environment-reaches-record-high
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/27/extinction-rebellion-activists-stage-die-in-protests-across-globe
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/brexit-remains-britons-top-concern-whilst-worry-over-environment-hits-its-highest-level-1990
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=99

RSy2:038a &42YSUKAY3 G(KFiG A& dzyNBaz2t OSR 2NJ AY RA&LX
I 62dzii Lzt A O C) 2y BSNEFGA2yd Ayg@2t @Ay3 RSOAdA2ya |
iT € SIRSNR GFt{ Foz2ddi Al FyR ATsusfacifgihe-6o@mfh y I G Ay 3
/ 2yaSljdSydte | tAYAGLGA2Y 2F adOK adNWBSea Ay dzy

GKS2 GSYyR (2 NBTFf SO0 4 Klcdulldget adsimab rgsultiby asking eopteS RA | Q
GoKIFIGQa 0SSy Ay GKS oylidAizylfe ySga Ké CKFEG K2
an independent insight into reality so polls are unlikely to be commissioned that way.

For example if youdd asked British people at any time since 1988 whether the NHS was really
AYLRNIFYyG G2 GKSYZ @2dzQR FAYR Ffy2ad Fft g2dd R Fk
issue tracker in relation to debate about the NHS, which is often associated witicgda@rgument

o2dzi LINRPoOofSYa ¢AGK (GKS Dbl {X &dzOK |a FdzyRAy3 2 NJ
FYR WLRfftdziA2y QY YSFEyAy3a GKFEG Ly FoaSyO0S 2F 02y
lower the score but if at any time you hadked people how important a good environment is for

their family (as other surveys have), most would have said it was vital. In that sense the tracker is not
ySOSaalrNAfe YSFadzaNAy3d K2g YdzOK 2N gKe LISHhLIE S WNI
unresolved issue or problem to be fixed and needing attention. This is probably why the environment

0N} O1 SNJ a02NBa FStf akKlINLXe& Ay GKS SI NI &semppna o
0St260 0SOlFdzaS AU 3IIAAES doSKAY ANV LANSBSAERA AAYY  GUKKSE (T (GKSS  mle
and getting attention.

The IPSO8 hwL adzNSe ljdzSadAz2y Aad W2LISyQ | YR dzy LIN2 Y LI
code the responses into categories, of which pollution/ environment is one,ngsto 43 others

AyOf dzZRAY3a (2LIA0a adzOK Fa K2dzaAy3ds GKS SO2y2yvyeéesx d
GKIFIG 3Sia O2RSR Fa Fo2dzi L2t f dzi A 2 yrel@eH ores/ DeNR y Y Sy
YouGov version presents a fixed §bptions visible to respondents but is otherwise similar.

"London 16 April 2019 01%Yy paul appleyards licensed undecC BYWCSA 2.0
Unprecedented ?

WwSO2NR fS@OStaQ AYLIASAE GKIG a2YSGKAY 3 dzy LINBOSRS
we are in uncharteddrritory. In terms of mobilisation that is true. In May 2019 Roger Hallane
in The Guardian:

aLy f Saa Extifctiof Rebelligh&slgdiie from 15 people in a room to creating the biggest
organised civil disobedience campaign in British history. In the past two weekshan a thousand

17


https://www.flickr.com/photos/20342758@N00/47623275471
https://www.flickr.com/photos/20342758@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/may/01/extinction-rebellion-non-violent-civil-disobedience
https://rebellion.earth/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/22/people-arrested-at-london-climate-protests

people have been arresteahd as a result the climate and ecological crisis is finally on the political
F3SYRI® 9@SNE2YS FNBY GKS [l02dzNJ LI Ne G2 G4KS {d

dzi AF Al Qa RdzS (2 (0 &bhalisdbally dowhltoiGeeta Y& yeSefiin | G
the UK, and more elsewhere. In terms of UK public concern we have also in fact seen higher levels in
GKS LI adz yIYSte RdzZNHIA ThakaBo hadphliBcal¥onsedquénSe@ and iFis m y y
at least worth asking whether we can learn from and improve on what happened last time around.

[ SGQa 221 FANRG 4 GKS LRtfAy3ID

As Carrington noted, the YouGov poll shown above only goes back to 2010, and the transient spike in
2014 was caused not by caaigning or an uprising but by winter storms and floods

Gales and floods also produced the previous spikes shown in the lomgaing IPSOS MORI poll

shown below, with the January 2007 storms rating at 19%, just 2% less than the recent October 2019
record

Pollution / Environment

— 1
| :

10.000 homes flooded
50,000 without power
120800 have no water
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/22/people-arrested-at-london-climate-protests

Floods in 2007

A look at the detail of the October 2019 IPSOS MORI tracker (below) also shows that the number of

LIS2LJX S LI | OAy 3 WL f thednp lsshig’ wag acluayyjuBASKeRwWiY dhofhierl 7% a

made up by those mentioningitas®n 2 ¥ G KSANJ W2GKSNJ AYLIR2NIFYd Aaadd

AGQa lo2dzi GKS ydzYoSNI 2F LIS2LI S ¢ K2candNddreY® Yo S NA

Ayaildl yO0Ss GGKIFIy 9EGAYOGA2y wSoStftAzyowrthiowadB S o dp
Af

S
NEIAYS GKNRAZEAK y2y @GAi2ftSyi OAD RA320SRASYOSQo®

NOAT IMPORTANT
e

E Een MR

WOy @ANRYYSy i Kell idgh RF%dziiCctabgrQ018 tK SgfNovembey because of an 18%
increase in people mentioning the NHS (National Health Service), and 3% increases in mentions of
WSRAzOF GA2yk a0OK22faQ FyR M2 SIFIOK F2NJ LRBSNIEKkAYS

..

The dip was probably due to the Generalditen campaign which began in early November. Although
environment/ climate change played a greater part in the campaign than in most if not all previous
ones, the dominant focus of the two major parties was on Brexit and the NHS. If there is now no
singular crisis, for instance in the NHS, and/or once Brexit appears to be resolved, this suppressing
effect may disappear.
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(My extraction of data from IPSOS MORI trackeitps://www.ipsos.com/ipsognori/en-uk/issues
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Sep 28 Sep 14 Sep 7 Sep 7 Sep 3 Sep 4 Sep 5 Sep 5|
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consecutive. Although it should be noted thateothe years, the number of categories recorded by
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hit 30%, level with the NHS and Local Government/ Poll Tax. So the environment as a national issue
has been higher before and may yet go higher again.
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‘Green Wave'

21 percemt

| UN Earth Summit

1988 - 1996 = 1997 - 2019

e Ny

Above: approximate joining of IPSOS MORI tracker data to theirdl 90T 0 A SNRA Sa Zend K2 g A y -
gl @SQ I NRIBS Fhe 2Mpsroent line is the October 2019 peak.

By 1991 environment scores were declining and the last time they reached double figures was in 1992,
GKS @SFNJ 2F GKS 6WdzyS0O W9l NI K { dzY Yp&nédandodwes i (1 K& A
KI 98 Fyg NBESOIyOS (2 (GKS OdNNBy( Wsl @8 2F Sy dan

The First Green Wave

From the mid 1980s to early 1990s a succession of prominent environmental events, discoveries and
scandals combined to drive public and politicahcern about the environment. These included the

acid rain issue (from early 1980s), the discovery of the hole in the ozone layer (1985), and the
greenhouse effect/ global warming/ climate change (1988). Nuclear issues were prominent in part
because of e Cold War, and combined, these catalysed fibe of the Greenin Germany. The
German Greens became a significant political force after gaining 8.7% of the vote in Federal elections
in 1987 and helped convert Germany into an environmental leader within Europe, which in turn
affected politics in the UK.  All this had a ratelilet effect in driving environmental awareness in

the UK. For example:

On April 26 1986 the Chernobyl neat power station exploded in the Ukraine and radiation spread
around the Northern Hemisphere. In 1987, 72 Beluga Whales were found dead in St Lawrence River
Canada, loaded with toxic chemicals, and in July the Irish Sea was found to be the mostivadjoact
polluted in the world, due to Sellafield, while in October, the Antarctic Ozone Hole reached a record
size.
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for the last 20 years, and in April, thousands of seals started dying in the North Sea. In May 550 tonnes

of a cyanidebased chemical were lost from a shoff Norfolk, and in June 48,000 pairs of puffins

suffered a total breeding failure in Shetland. Then in the same month, as drought and heatwaves
gripped the US, NASA scientigin Hansen told th&)S Congresthat the science showed with 99%
OSNIIAyGe GKFG 0KS INBSYyK2dzaS STFSOUO 461 a NBIE o
conference in Torontadedared "Humanity is conducting an unintended, uncontrolled, globally
pervasive experiment whose ultimate consequences could be second only to a global nuclear war",

and NGOs called for a 20% reduction in carbon emissions by 2020.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hansen
https://www.torontoenvironment.org/campaigns/climate/climatechange

A fortnight later 20,000 tonnes of aluminium sulphate polluted drinking water for 20,000 people near
Camelford in Cornwall. In September the Karin B a ship carrying toxic waste, returned to Italy after
being refused entry to Spain and thi, and the oil rig Piper Alpha exploded in the North Sea killing
167 and dropping four tonnes of PCBs into the water.

On 27 September 1988 UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatdeetaredl & G KS w2elf {2 OA
possible that with all these enormous changes (population, agricultural, use of fossil fuels)
concentrated into such a short period of time, we have unwifty begun a massive experiment with
(KS a2aG8y 2F (KA& LXIySG AdasStFéo {KS o6FNYSR
AyahdlroAftAGeéeés aleAayda aAd Aa y2aSe2NIKe GKIFG (K
Ay GKS mMbpynaéod

In November 1988 a UN survey found32%6 of trees in forests across Europe were suffering damage
FNRY WIOAR NIYAYQ>X YR AY al NOK mdopyd asSegl3asS LRt d
CNRGEFAY QA 060SIHEOKSad Ly | lalNdproZeedingsSigaidsizNRUKIS/icyf was 2 Y Y A 3
08 Y26 (y26y a GKS WS5ANIE aly 2F 9dzZNRPLISQ® hy Hn
years earlier with just a single layer hull after lobbying by Exxon, ran aground in Prince William Sound

at Valde, Alaska, leading to a 3,000 square mile oil slick and killing wildlife such as sea otters.

1989 also saw a slew of climate reports produced including from meetings in The Hague and
Noordwijk, from Nobel Prize Winners and the National Academy of Sciemabe US, and the

F LILINB @ FyR Lzt AOFIGA2Yy 2F GKS Lt/ / Q&d WCANRG
02y Of dZRSR a2 S OF t Odz I ahas bgeh tesponSifteyfor dvér Bayf tDeSenharfcdd’i ¥ @
greenhouse effect; lontjved gases would require immediate reductions in emissions from human
FOGABGAGASE 2F 20SNJcmx» G2 atloAftAaS GKSANI O2yOSy

Thatcher calls for

‘a framework

convention on

climate change” at
Greens win 15% of Thatcher ‘A friend UN
the vote at UK of the eartly’ Tory Outbreak of ‘Mad
European Elections Party Conf Cow Disease’ in UK

(BSE/CID) [?)

Exxon Valdez

oil spill and UK

‘Dirty Man of

Europe” over

sewage e
beaches |

UN Earth Summit

UN: trees dying \
from acid rain | I

Thatcher Royal TR Al
Society speech 1] W |
warns “we have I
unwittingly begun { \ |

a massive  S——" \ -.“.
experiment with :
the system of this !
planet itself”

{2YS S@Syida TN RKS HEOSNEhSyiapgeipy iy June and July 1990? The
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time, whenemergency measurewere introduced, not long after Agriculture Minister John Gummer
had attempted to feed his daughter a belfirger on tv. attempted to feed his daughter a beef

burgeron tv.
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https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/107346
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bovine_spongiform_encephalopathy
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It also coincided with a period of extreme drought in the UK and temperatures exceeding 37.C.
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High temperatures and drought in 199€om The Climate Timebomb: Signs of Climate Change from
the Greenpeace Databaserdmy Leggett Ed., Greenpeace Intl, 1994 (note top of page story on

climate tipping point).

A Short Lived First Greening of the Conservatives

Environmental issues became prominent in campaigning for the 1989 European Elections in the UK.
NGOsunitedto8 YI YR | OQlA2Yy FNBY LR{AGAOALIYyAaI Aada
on agriculture, biotech, energy, forestry, the greenhouse effect, habitats, ozone depletion, recycling,
toxic chemicals, aid and tropical forests, transport, vehicle aorissand acid rain, waste

management and water pollution. They warned that a temperature rise ep1dbp /
HNonQo® ¢KS 3ANRdzZLJA O2YYAaa
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62% wanted the European Parliament to have more power to set environmental protections

63% were most concerned by nuclear waste, 46% by water pollution, 44% by toxic waste and 37% by
destruction of the ozone layer

52% wanted farnsubsidies to be based on organic or environmentally sensitive farming

On June 19, although it did not win a seat due to a-fiettthe-post system, the Green Party gained

a record 15% of the UK votes (2.3m). This alarmed other parties, and for pebitef, even led to a

change of strategy by the Conservative Party, which started talking up the environment rather than

playing it down as it had before. At the September Conservative Party Conference in 1989 Mrs
Thatcherannounceda L 4a ¢S /2y aSNIDI GADPSE 6K2 twdBeitg2d YSN
3dzZ- NRAFYa yR (NHza(0SSa F2NJ 3SySNradAz2ya (2 02YSéd

On November 8 1989hatcher addresskil KS ! b
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ENVIRONMEN TAL'!‘SUES =

United Nations Genera/ Assemnbly.

¢CKFiIOKSNRAa LINBYy2dzyOSYSyida 2y 212yS IyR OtAYIF(OS (
mainstream, and right and left wing media not only echoed concern but went looking for new
WS @A RiS goffiBrecause for concern.

Senior Tories Chris Patten and Michael Heseltine advocated more intervention and tighter
environmental regulation. Heseltine pointed out that the Dutch Prime Minister had made the
SYG@ANRYYSyYy(G GKS & LINRKSOALI O (oAl 20yliet SIFyNR dzyRy FI2yWJ A y O N
FNRY (KS / 2yaSNBIFIGABS .26 DNRdzZL) SOSy RSEAONAOGSR ¢
AGasStT 2 GKS StSOG2NIGSQa LINA2NARAGE X G2 AYLINROGS
Patten wanted the Conservativéis2 FTA 3IK({G GKS ySEG St SOiGAz2zy 2y (KS

battles over car emissions and greening the economy. By 1990 Thatcher had started citing claims by
early climatesceptics such as the George C Marshall Institute (GMI) casting doubie scientific
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https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/107352
https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/107817
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Cameron came along in 2005.

¢CKI G§OKSNRa O022fAy3 2y OfAYFGS FTOUA2Y 61 & LISNKI LE
influence of the U$hased fossifuel funded lobby. (Analysis Byn Agar of U(pp 2445 ref 127],

suggests Thatcher was influenced via key gatekeeper Charles Ratliethaterial originating from

the GMIlin December 1989 and June 1990. Download Ag@ence Policy Under Thatcher

In subsequent decades this hobbled progress on climate change at the UN (eg via the misleadingly
named Global Climate Coalition). As Nathaniel Rich and others have since documented, it led the US

to seesaw on climateandNBE @S NB S A (itaxat erBisidng, @nd it dheh gofarised US politics

on climate along values lines. Many have since seen this moment as a catastrophic missed
2L NIlidzy A e o ¢CKS /2fR 2N KFR 2dzatd SYRSRX {KSNE
RSGSNNAYSROIYRKIG (22dziaB 2 ISNJ Ot AYFGS a GKS& KFR 0
short-lived window of opportunity to head off the problem before it escalated but that was lost.

CKS W{dalGrAyloAftAGEQ 9NI

My own interpretation is that the midate 1980s experigced a growing sense of environmental
apocalypse. Disasters and discoveries seemed to validate earlier-1980s warnings about
uncontrolled industrialisation and interference with nature.

A social and political reaction followed, including rapid gioef environmental groups. It culminated

in the establishment of the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 1988), numerous new
proSY@ANRBYYSy Gt tlga FyR O02y@SydGAizyas |yR adSLi
(UNCEDR

Yet whenAthe Earth Summit came, that event acted Iilfe an gnalgesic, It gave the imp[ession tha’E o
Ga2YSGKAY3a o0A3 Aa 0SAy3d R2yS¢ gKAOK | ftSOAIFGSR
ARSI 2AF® 1W{{d3a 5IS@St 2 LIYSy i Qo

gFa RANBOG2NI 2F (GKS OFYLIAIYAYy3I LINPINIYYS F2NJI
F oI WadzadlrAyrotS RS@St2LIYSyd aoOSLIAOQ® ld 4K
GKFG GKS 91 NI K {QzY2YNU (K gR2 d# IRR RINBRASRINSRG | £ Y2ad | ye
idea also widely accepted by the media.

N ™

To try and prove what specialists and people on the ground knew, we went looking for a campaign
GKAOK g2dzZ R dzyl YoOAId2dzat e LINROGS (GKIFG Ad é61Fax Ay
Brent Spafhereandhere), which in May and June 1995 became a cause celebre of consumer

L26SNE YR GKNRAAK JESAYOAIRNRF OSR2YKE2FRSFRIATE Y
Responsih f AG@Q Fa /9h&a FYR ONIYR YIFylF3ISNA NHzZZKSR (2

.dzi Fa @2dz Oy &aSS FTNRBY (G(KS OKIFINIL 020Ss Al YIRS
Richter scale of IPS@8ORI. It was an exception to, not a confirmation of, thevailing mood. The

W{LINI gFta I GSNB o6A3 OFYLIAIY odzi y24d a2 I NABS |
WYAYRQ 2F GKS GeLlS GKIG ¢1&a F2Ay3 2y RdzNAy3I (GKS
the climate emergency. (If thér$t green wave was caused by a big shift in public perception it was

perhaps that environmental warnings that the planet could not sustain untrammelled
industrialisation, the current one is more down to a conviction that scientists and environmentalists

have been proved right about the reality and threat of climate change in particular).
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https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=9bykDwAAQBAJ&hl=en_GB&pg=GBS.PA243
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_C._Marshall_Institute
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10075065/1/Science-Policy-under-Thatcher.pdf
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/environmental-diplomacy/2018-09-24/us-climate-change-washingtons-see-saw-global-leadership
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/08/01/magazine/climate-change-losing-earth.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Summit
https://www.greenpeace.org/archive-international/en/news/Blogs/makingwaves/brent-spar-deep-green-rex-weyler/blog/57539/
http://www.ethicalcorp.com/business-strategy/brent-spar-battle-launched-modern-activism
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/The-Atlantic-Frontier-extract-from-Turning-of-the-Spar.pdf

The reason Shell got punished by consumers and society in 1995 was because it broke an established
a20AFE y2N)¥ 601 1S NBAaLRyaAoA Bpariwas tréagetlds ardedmdglows a G S =
exception, at variance with expectations (especially in Germany). The prevailing assumption, even
though in in many ways this was wrong, was that the big picture environmental problem was bad but

being solved. PlusofdelNBS o0& ¢AYyyAy3d (GKS OF YLIAIys GKS LI NI

PostUNCED Sustainable Development Impact

alye 3A2@0SNyYSyida (221 GKS W b/ 95Q -lihd\BtEdtS, dvére & S NA 2 d
the Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNF;@@&CConvention on Biodiversity, and Agenda

21, designed to stimulate local government sustainability plans. The latter were embraced fairly
SyliKdzaAl adAOLtfte Ay GKS Yo tKS /2yaSNBI G§A@S 3
Development ad in 2000, New Labour agreed to create a natioSaktainable Development
Commissiorwhich had access but no power in the government system. It was finally abolished in

2011

This process led to innumerable meetings and reports, launched many academic schools and research
OSyiNBa IyR ONBIFIGSR | avlrff wadzadlrAylroAfAdeQ AYR
at greening business, industry, government and thenecay. Tim Jackson, Professor of Sustainable
development at Surrey University, points out that the UK had the first government Sustainable
5SSt 2LIYSYyG tftly Ay wmddpn YR GKS wHnnp {dzadlF Ayl o
working on it [SD]ind K SNJ O2dzy i NA S&¢ o .dzi A Ff&a2 6az2NbSR
government, it provided something of a relief valve against radical change, particularly in England.
Agenda 21 initiatives suffered because they were made a local governrasponsibility in a
centralised state in which power works tajpwn.

t

LQY y2( &aFéAiy3 GKFHG W{5Q KIR y2 S8FFSOG®d LG RAR?
RAGSNES Ay RSFAYAGAZY YR F LI ASONJ (0A22 yi NIKG G AAGGQOEA
impact for example in shaping tigustainable Development GoBls 02y OSA @SR kup G KS |
Rio+20, held in 2012).

Figure 1.3, The UK as a positive exemplar - falling emissions in a growing economy (1990-2018)
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Motes: Series indexed to start at 100, In 2018 UK GDP was approximately £2 trilion and GHG emissions were 449
MECO,e, Emissions shown on a ‘territorial” basis in line with accounting of the Climate Change Act and scluding
intermational aviation and shipping. ‘Consumplion” emissions (nol shown in the chart] include emissions
embedded in products consumed in the UK but produced elsewhere, and have fallen less guickly, reflecting that
emissions in the rest of the world have been increasing.
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From the UkKCommittee on Climate Change Net Zimsport 2019, p 48

For my money, the decoupling of energy from economic growth (which in the UK is speqtacular
[above], and [below] the gradual reduction of impacts from waste ( a lot less spectacular), are
candidate parameters for an effect of SD, as they relied on multiple decisions by businesses and many
different institutions.

Figure 5.2. Progress reducing UK emissions (1990-2017)
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Source: BEIS (2019) 2017 Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Final Figures.
Notes: 2017 is the latest year for which final data is available, Figure based on the current emissions inventory
and does not reflect forthcoming revisions to peatland emissions or global warming potentials (see Box 5.1),

Source as above

Among the almni of the academic sustainability industry is Jem Bendell, author of the 2018
RS a L] yRSEYLI YR | gaper (@owalodded over 450,000 times), influential with many
T2ttt 26SNE 2tbn ReBefidn®d Q&4 9EGAY

From my perspective, the sustainability paradigm helped mainstream fundamental rethinking of
societies and economies because it is broad and very plastic, highly adaptable and taking many forms.

But as a driver of change thatis alshit 6 S| { ySaa ® it G222 2FG4Sy AdGa
bifurcates until its resources run out, like a rivulet of water trickling into desert sand.

. FO1 Ay ¢ K-livid@feé paniad | dsiked thdilate Richard Sandbrook, then director Bf IEE

gKe (GKSNB ¢SNB a2 Ylye RSTAYyAlGA2ya 2F Wwadadl Ayl
originally been coined to catalyse the 1980 World Conservation Strategy by helping bring developing
countries onside. They feared that by agreeing to protsxtsystems they might cut off their path to
SO02y2YA0 RS@GSt2LIVSyio .dzi Fff O2dzy iNASa O2dz F
WadzallAylof SQo | 26 SEIFIOGte GKIFIG O2dZ R 06S RSGSNY

Similarly, | was told that during her brief eeathusiasm, UK Prime Minister Thatcher proposed a huge
research budget to show how to operationalise sustainability, and called the UK research councils
together to make their pitches. All of them declared the task was impossible because it could not be
defined and was therefore a useless concept. All except for the political scientists who said that its
ambiguity was its principal utility. Thatcher (a chemist) got exasperated and canned the idea.

{2 2y GKS 2yS KIFYR Wadzail A yahddivesse iRr$h@ Brited] biyhdni( G Q  LINE
decision making of the centralised UK state to deal with, and on the other was so managerial and
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https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-stopping-global-warming/
https://www.lifeworth.com/deepadaptation.pdf

delivery orientated that it required power and resources far beyond enthusiasts near therguss

to implement, excepperhaps in cities with mayors, and in businesses. As a concept it attracted what

6S g2dA R y2¢6 OFff WLINRPINBAAADSQO (GKAY]-Busgreeh yR &2 0
activities, some of whom, like Bendell, later found that they lstrilved for years, even decades,

without resolving the big picture issues which first motivated them.

Sustainable development projects certainly hoovergd some idealistic and young people in the

1990s and 2000s but more radical activist groups alseldped for example over GMOs, live animal

0N} yalLR2NIia FyR NRIFIR o0daAftRAY3I a ¢Sttt Fa /FYLaA C2
yoo ¢KS fFrGGSNI alrg LINRPGSada FyYyR AyadNHzySyddl €
DNBSY LIS O% NEFRIFANFQGAGAAGAaDP OM2 KYKX Y dzOBNY 2aY DNNB
significant in 2007. First time a jury found activists not guilty on climate grounds in the crown court. It
marked the beginning of the end of new coal fired power statiorRarK I 4 1 SY SR 02 f Qa 2 @°
(Six Greenpeacectivists accused of causiff0,000 of criminal damage by painting the word
WD2NR2Y Q 6 F 2 ddthe 2ohlRadvet statibhiRhanyheéy, were acquitted on grounds that they

were attempting to prevent climate change causing greater damage around the world. Those
acquitted included Ben Stewart and Will Rose, now better known for starting the dredpBy

Donkeys.

Conventional NGOs also proliferated and grew at this time, at least up until the recession of 2008. Did

this dynamic prevent an earlier emergence of a yeleith climate movementsuctda DNB G+ ¢ Kdzy 6 S|
2N I Y2NB NB@2fdziA2y I NE 2yS adzOK Fa - wk L OlIyQ
things in those decades and it may just be that by 2018 a multitude of factors had come together by
chance, meaning the right people camerag at the right time and ignited the new climate movement.

Concern About Climate Change

Other polling (than the trackers above) gives a better indicator of concern about climate change where
AlQa (GKS a2tS adzonaSOd 2F (GKS ljdzSadAizy yR (GKSNB
released in August 2018y IPSO®ori found concern about climate change hit a record high since

GKS O2YLIlyed KIFEIR adFINGISR GNI O1AYy3IOINY IRQannpI GAl

447

22% 21%
18%

P Ipsos MORI

So it had nearly tripled from when the question was asked in 2014 and also surpassed the previous
record of 44% but of course the 44% back in 2005dated the activities of XR and Great Thunberg,
which began in 2018. Similarly (below) tBet £ WYO2y OSNYy SRQ NRasS G2 ypm:
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2008/sep/11/activists.kingsnorthclimatecamp
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has driven climate concern to unprecedented levels is not borne out by these results.

Climate change concern

82% 5%
1% — 7%
60%
35% 34%
27% 1%
[ NOT CONCERNID]
15% 14%
< - : - o
- -
g g B g & )
E Ipsos MORI

Another grajh presented by Leo BarasianMay 2019 blog for CarbonBristiowed a similar result:
thetotaf 2F (K2aS WOSNEBQ 2NJ QFFANI&Q O2yOSNYySR 4l a 1

Concern about climate change has reached a record high

Some 5075 of the Brmsh public are now "fairke” o “very” coscemed

Very concerned [ ] Fairly concermed [ ] Nat very concerned
Nt at all concerned Dan'l knaw | no apiaion
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wSaLR2yRSyiaQ tS@St 2F O2yOSNY Fo2dzi OftAYIFGS OKI
FNRBY Ga@OSNE O2yOSNYySRé ORIN] NBRUOU GKNRdAdAK (2 ay:

Opinium, BEIS and its predecessor DECC. Source: Noise miwtle @hart by Carbon Brief using
Highcharts

ahwL Ff&az2 y20S 00KIFIdG WySFENIie GKNBS Ay F2dzNJ 61020
change, continuing a trend which has seen this rise fromkwbd FAJS 6nmM:0 AYy HAmMnQd
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https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-rolls-reveal-surge-in-concern-in-uk-about-climate-change?utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=GuestPost-LBarasi
https://www.highcharts.com/

Feeling the effects of climate chang

73% Wi ARE ALREADY

61"'-/ FEELING THE EFFECTS

S
41/
34%
27%
2% IN THE NEXT 25
13%  YEARS OR LONGER
= ) = 2
% % 5 =
B s mons

To me, this suggests that reabrld signals such as weather events were driving changes in
perception. The recent MORI polling brought more good news for the new climate movement in
that MORI also found that most people iINB G Ay 6pp20 WOIKAY]l GKIFG GKS

G2 ySi TSNRB Y2NB [jdAadO1teée (GKIFy o6& G4KS wnpn GFNBSH

A 2010World Bank survepf 15 countries (diagram below) found an average of 58% of respondents
FANBSR GKFG WLIS2LX S INB 6SAy3 KINX¥SR y26Q o0& OfA

Many other international surveys found that the UK public opinion was for a long time compé#yrative

KAIK 2y Qdzy RSOARSRQ 2NJ a0Sdqaimvai Niya SO fAAYY | QigSS G-KNBY -
0KS SFFSOGaQ YlIe 06S yS¢ NIGKSNI GKFy | NBGdzNY
FSStAy3a GKS STFSOG a ¢ ven by percepidds of changes té realiveattier rah®r o
than climate change proxies such as scientific modelling or even protests.
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Antonia Dickman, Head of Energy and Environment Research at Ipsos MORI, said:

y nnpkec 6S &kg I LISH1 Ay O2yOSNYy +o2dzi GKS ¢
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https://www.academia.edu/20087223/Perceptions_of_climate_change_worldwide?auto=download

the Stern Report. But climate fatigue appeared to setamtigularly in the aftermath of the economic

crash when it struggled to compete for public consciousness. Recently though concern has been
creeping up again, and after events such as Extinction Rebellion, the school strikes for climate, and the
cimateem& BSy OASa 06SAy3a RSOt NBR o0& [20Ff 1 dziK2NRGAS

Tim Jackson identifies20@p ' a 2y S LISI1 Ay 'Y WOftAYF{GS | g1 NByS
Report, the 2007 Climate Act, backing of key politicians such as Ed Milliband and establishment of new
cimatS b Dh & & dzOK Pbsabléin miny OH/2nad 8w

A long running Gallup poll shows a similar pattern from the US, with environment ranked more
important than economic growth in all years except those immediatéibr the economic recession,
which started in 2008.

Other factors which probably depressed willingness to support climate action in the first decade of
GKAa OSylddz2NE YIe& KIZgEINEd GRIR (0K S Aan hINBYR2KBIRI &
scandal (discussedere, hereandhered) @ /[ 2y FdzaA 2y 2@SN) 6KSGKSNJ a2YS$
suppress expressions of concern.

¢CKS alyYyS 32Sa F2N) LRtAGAOLFT Ay GeNdrogrésk oniaf tdpic,e Y A F
convictions about its merit as a political issue will decrease because it will reduce the expectancy of a

NB & dzf G & LF 2y GKS 20KSNJ KFIyYyR Al FLIWSFNER Y2NB
Consequently when the 20092 LISY Kl 3Sy [/ fAYI 4GS / ht 61 & ¢gARSt& N
FOGSR a + aiadayrft dGKFadG OtAYFGS OKFy3aS +a | LINRoOf
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From  Capstick et alnternational trends in public perceptions of climate change over
the past quarter century

The authors point out that what this do@®t show is the severe political polarisatitmat took place

in the US in the 2000s, peaking around 2@080. This pitted Republicans against Democrats along

a climatesceptic v climatection axis as well as a values one, and as several studies have found, was
at its most extreme in the Congresather than in the public. This led to inconsistent US Federal
policies and finally, extreme climate scepticism and-fmssil policies under Trump. So population
concern may be consistently high but that may not translate into action if there is d andigolitical
standoff: potentially relevant for Extinction Rebellion.

As partlyUSfunded climate sceptic propaganda groups established in Britain, a version of this divide
developed in the UK, with the right wing of the Conservative Party becomgssively climate

sceptic. This led to Prime Minister David Cameron abandoning his own attempt at green
modernisation begun in 2005, and to the current de facto prohibition on new onshore wind farms in
England. The ERG (an extreme Conservative Patiyrfaalled the European Research Group) ran

an intense campaign in 2012 which made climate and renewables policy into a wedge issue within the

| 2Y&aSNDIF GAOS tIFNIe&o LG RNRBZS /I YSNRY NAIKGSI NRA
ultimately into Brexit.

FromKilling The Wind of Engla2018

News Media Attention: A Lagging Indicator

The mounting wave of extreme climate events in recent years has caused increasinglisghbiliet,
probably including a feeling that climate change was being urelgorted by the media. News

52 38N} 38 GS8yRa G2 +FOG +a | WilF33Ay3d AYRAOFG2ND 2
This is because editors tend to be consen&ty ¢ G OK ¢KI G S| C) K 20KSNJ I NB
F3SYRIFEFQZ tA1S I KSNR 2F a20AFo6ftS ANITAyYy3a FYyAYLFfa
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flipping to enthusiastic converts.
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