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PART 1 -  Introduction 
 
Greta ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ 9ȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ΨD¢Ω ŀƴŘ Ψ·wΩ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ŘŜōŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
power children and the young over adults and parents, Extinction Rebellion because of their energy 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛǾŜ ΨǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴǎΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎ 
should not distract attention from the fact that as well as unsettling parental assumptions about 
climate, she is is an inspiration to young people, and in particular to women and girls, all over the 
world.  Even if she stops now, her legacy will roll on. 
 
That prominence has also brought vicious attacks on Thunberg, particularly from a fringe of older 
white male commentators (such as in Australia), perhaps because she threatens their adherence to 
ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƭǳƴŀǘƛŎ ŎƘŀǘǘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ 
that she is a time traveller.   
 

 
 
Screenshot from Huffington Post 
 
GT and XR are rightly being taken seriously and their meteoric rise to become leading actors in climate 
politics has taken everyone, including themselves, by surprise.   
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ōƭƻƎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǘhough some of it is 
critical, it will help them, and in particular help their efforts align with those of others trying to tackle 
to climate crisis, as they approach their next phase.  This includes the campaigning NGOs who were 
sometimes left bewildered in their wake in 2019, and the vast numbers of people in business, 
academia, research, and in politics and government, who are now working hard to tackle the climate 
emergency.   
 
9ȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎes but so far neither is 
treating inadequate official responses to the climate emergency as a scandal.  Extinction Rebellion in 
particular communicates the climate emergency as the mother of all tragedies.  My suggestion is that 
this is a pivotal strategy ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ D¢Σ ·w ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩΦ  
 
IŀǾƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
to move on from just sounding the alarm about the threat, to driving real change by focusing on what 
can be done, and yet is not being done: the elements of a scandal, not a tragedy.   
 
¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ōŜƭƭ ƭƻǳŘŜǊΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ ƛǘΦ  Ψ·wΩ ŀƴŘ ΨD¢Ω ƘŀǾŜ 
done the world a massive favour but would be doing a far greater one if they were now to align their 

https://www.heraldsun.com.au/blogs/andrew-bolt/the-disturbing-secret-to-the-cult-of-greta-thunberg/news-story/55822063e3589e02707fbb5a9a75d4cc
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efforts with those trying to displace the problem with solutions, through targeted pressure on 
governments and corporates, in communities, and from within government and businesses at all 
levels.  For XR, thƛǎ ƴŜŜŘ ƴƻǘΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƛƴƎ ΨǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΩ ōǳǘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
rebellion against. 
 
Lƴ Ƴȅ ǾƛŜǿΣ ·wΩǎ ΨǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ ƛǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳΣ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ L ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
this paper.  This may not seem of great interest outside the UK where XR began just a year or two ago, 
and in a few other mostly English-ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
influential beyond the UK.   
 
Real Achievements 
 
Although riding on as much as  causing a wave of public concern about climate (the wave started 
growing pre-GT and pre-XR around 2014), the movement has achieved a huge amount in terms of new 
and additional public engagement and mobilisation, and it has given new energy, sharpness and clarity 
to the wider climate effort.  As journalist Polly Toynbee has saidΣ ΨǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 9ȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΩ ώƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ¦Yϐ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩΦ 
 
Both GT and XR have provided new opportunities for mass participation, GT has reframed climate 
change from being about the planet or energy choices to children and parents, and XR has provided 
disruption, periodically making it a more acute issue.  Together with external events and the efforts 
ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǘƻ орл ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ǘǘŜƴōƻǊƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ΨǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ hǾŜǊǘƻƴ 
²ƛƴŘƻǿΩΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊe real achievements.   
 
!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ΨD¢ ŀƴŘ ·wΩ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜǊƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳƛƴŘ ōǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨDǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩ όŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΩΣ ΨȅƻǳǘƘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
as #fridaysforfuture) is a lot more important than it may appear, while Extinction Rebellion (also 
referred to in this piece as XR), is a lot stranger than it appears.  In the UK at least, in many ways, XR 
has a valid claim to be the first populist climate movement in the political sense. 

L ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ  ! ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
it XR is far less significant than GT internationally, at least in so far as a google Trends comparison can 
evidence: 

 

Even in the UK where XR has had a huge impact, GT is still the larger influence: 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/oct/07/extinction-rebellion-climate-change-deniers


 4 

 

 

hǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
the Green New Deal, fronted by Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez in the US and promoted by 
organisations such as Sunrise Movement, and the Green New Deal Group in the UK.  If they succeed, 
these will be significant as their agenda converts straight into change policy for energy and economy 
and conventional government action.  I apologise for not doing them justice in this paper.  So far, 
neither GT nor XR are really working in this space. 

Different Narratives 

Although they are often associated around public events, GT and XR have different game plans and 
ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ Ψƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜŘǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ·wΣ different narratives.  Greta Thunberg and the associated 
ΨǎǘǊƛƪŜǊǎΩ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦b ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǘƻ 
ΨƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ ōȅ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘhe 2.C limit 
of the Paris agreement.  XR makes the same topline call to heed the science but in the UK at least,  its 
game-plan is very different.   

XR intends overthrow of the government through a system of mass participation non-violent civil 
resistance, and then its replacement with (and this part becomes increasingly vague) a series of 
Ψ/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΩ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǘǊǳƭȅ 
ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎΩ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΦ   

If extended globally, which it would ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣ ·wΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ΨƴŜƻƭƛōŜǊŀƭΩ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ 
dictatorships, totalitarian regimes and undemocratic forms of capitalism such as in China and 
arguably, North Korea. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_New_Deal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria_Ocasio-Cortez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunrise_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Green_New_Deal
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Until I started looking into it, this aspect of Extinction Rebellion was not at all clear to me, and I suspect, 
to many others.  L ƘŀǾŜ ōƭƻƎƎŜŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΩ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴ ·w ōǳǘ L ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ 9ȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ 
Rebellion as a parallel protest movement intent on pressing for effective action on the climate 
emergency, and with anti-ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ  !ǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ά·w ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ōƛǘŜ ǘƻ 
DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ōŀǊƪέΦ   

An eminent scientist involved in lots of climate work read a draft of this paper commented to me 
άdespite having bought the pink book and having been drawn in to several XR related events, I had no 
ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΗέ   To be fair to XR their 
ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘheir headline public narrative 
ƻŦ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀŎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǎ ǳǇ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŜǿ 
might be that as with the 1960s radical Committee of 100 (see S 8 and Conclusions), the climate 
demands are a front for the revolutionary objective.  Of course both could be true for different XR 
actors.  

The Cavalry View 

Perhaps like many people who have worked for decades on climate change, my general attitude to 
ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ D¢ ŀƴŘ ·w ǿŀǎΥ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ς ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǳǇέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŀǊ ƻƴ 
ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ άǘƘŀƴƪ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘέΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L 
know had got invoƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΣ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ 
to XR, as they obviously knew how to do tactical NVDA such as rolling road-blocks, and were attracting 
a lot of support and no doubt had a strategy worked out.   

Moreover, iƴ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǘȅƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
of pre-ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊǎΩΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊǎ ŀre a lot older.  Plus I am 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǇǊŜŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ 
the right things, will be proved wrong.   I saw GT and XR as ringing the alarm bell more effectively.  
What seemed to be missing in the UK was the implementation process beyond declaring 
ΨŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΩΦ  hƴ aŀȅ н L tweeted this  

 

https://twitter.com/campaignstrat/status/1123973108501762051
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So it was not until August when I heard a radio programme ŀōƻǳǘ ΨŜŎƻ-ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΩΣ ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƎǊƛŜŦΩ ŀƴŘ 
despair, and how this seemed to be facilitated and actively encouraged by people (eg Jem Bendell) 
associated with Extinction Rebellion, that I started to wonder.  It seemed to me that this focus on 
encouraging people to take a journey into despair about climate change based on a conviction that 
ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ΨƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ς ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜΩΣ was not a recipe for 
winning the war on climate change but simple surrender.  It also defined and created a social problem 
(very upset people) that would be a lot more attractive to some, than trying to solve the climate 
pollution problem: in other words, a diversion.   

Shortly afterwards I read an internal climate strategy discussion paper written for a major climate 
bDh ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ΨŘŜŜǇ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƎǊƛŜǾƛƴƎΩΣ 
ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨȊŜƛǘƎŜƛǎǘΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ς as I have heard many people say 
hopefully ς άǿŜƭƭ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǎƻ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀǎǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƎƻέΦ   

But to me this introspective journey into gloom seemed to be dangerous, so at that point I embarked 
on trying to understand what was going on, and this paper is (many months later) the result. 

The XR Model in Brief 

¢ƘŜ ·w ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ нлму ŀƴŘ нлмф όƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿύΣ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ƛǘΩǎ 
highest profile founder, former spinach farmer and radical activist turned sociology researcher, Roger 
HallamΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΣ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƎǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ·wΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ƙŀzy but it 
derives from a fusion of work by Hallam, Gail Bradbrook and others, under the aegis of Compassionate 
Revolution, Radical Think Tank, and Rising Up!   

It seems Hallam was responsible for persuading 14 others (see Daily Mail on some of the founders 
here) to set up Extinction Rebellion as a RisingUp! campaign, picking climate change because it was 
the most significant issue facing governments and meriting their overthrow.    The previous campaign 
experiments of RisingUp! included topics such as tax and economic justice, similar to Occupy, and 
ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦŜǿ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ Ψ/ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ нлмр Dŀƛƭ .ǊŀŘōǊƻok said it 
ǿŀǎ άōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅέ ŀōƻǳǘ άǊŀǇƛŘ ǊŜŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƎŜΩΣ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 5ƛƴŜǎƘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ΨƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀǳǎǘŜǊƛǘȅΣ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
big multi-ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎΣ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄ ŀǾƻƛŘŀƴŎŜΩΦ  wŜŀŘ Dŀƛƭ .ǊŀŘōǊƻƻƪΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 
of how her activism led to her Extinction Rebellion here.  

Based on work by US academic Erica Chenoweth on the relative effectiveness of violent and non 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ·w¦YΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ŝƴƭƛǎǘ оΦр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
in disruptive but non-violent civil resistance, at which point they claim any government will fall 
ΨŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩΦ   ό±ŀǊȅƛƴƎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜn for how many days or weeks this would have to last, 
ranging from a week or so to indefinitely). 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00050qr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jem_Bendell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Hallam_(activist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Hallam_(activist)
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6927195/The-faces-Extinction-Rebellion-climate-change-chaos.html
https://www.keywiki.org/Gail_Bradbrook
https://www.whatisemerging.com/opinions/psychedelics-and-social-change
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¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀŎȅ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ оΦр҈ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƘŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǘƘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ IŀƭƭŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ 
criticised in others.  Everything else gets fitted around it, and sometimes bent out of shape to make 
that work.    

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ǳƴǎƘŀƪŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƴŜƻƭƛōŜǊŀƭΩ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǊǊŜǇŀǊŀōƭȅ 
corrupted, including by their tolerance of fossil fuels, and this damnation by association with vaguely 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ΨƴŜƻƭƛōŜǊŀƭƛǎƳΩ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴȅ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴƛƴƎ bDh ƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴ ƴƻǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
committed to revolution.    

Solutions Denial 

To reach the magical 3.5%, prospective participants are told that nothing effective has been done 
about climate ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΣ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ όάŦŀƛƭŜŘέύ 
ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ όάǘƛƴƪŜǊƛƴƎέύ ŀǎ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  aŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
engagement with campaigns or activism (including a significant number of academics) and along with 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎΩΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǊŜƭȅ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƻƴ ·w ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

After a short-lived liaison with business, XR also excludes the possibility that the private sector could 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ψǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜƴƛŀƭΩ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ only rebellion as a viable option. 

Emotionality 

To motivate participation, XR uses what Hallam calls ΨŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΩΥ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎŎŀƭŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
designing its public meetings to channel people into conditional-ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ΨŜƳōƻŘƛƳŜƴǘΩ 
(speaking feelings and commitments aloud) in small groups;  in its calculated interpretation of science 
(selectively focusing on worst case possibilities and shearing away any reference to solutions or 
progress ς άƎƭƻƻƳ-ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎέύΤ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ of rebellion events so as to engender empathy amongst 
ƻƴƭƻƻƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘƻǊǎ ΨǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ όŎƻƳŦƻǊǘǎΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŜǘŎύΤ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ 
bully campaign groups into supplying participants; and in its encouragement of expressions of grief, 
ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΣ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƎŜΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ΨƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜΩ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
(probably or definitely) have no future, thereby lowering the threshold to taking illegal actions during 
ΨǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴǎΩΦ   

This is why XR has been out delivering talks aimed at children, young people and their parents, telling 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ŀƛǊōǊǳǎƘ 
away examples of progress in changing policy and in reducing emissions, sometimes dramatically, 
ōƻǘƘ ōȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ bDhǎ ό{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ рύΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŀǊƛƻƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ΨǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΩΣ ·w Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
misleading about aspects of climate science, systematically misleading about solutions and campaigns 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/20/extinction-rebellion-founders-holocaust-remarks-spark-fury
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(see Sections 5 ς 7), and some say, about the social science its rebellion model rests on (see Section 
8).    

Rethink ? 

The Roger Hallam design for XR involved application of a lot of psychological theory, from the micro 
to the macro level but XR has applied almost none in its relationship with society as a whole, whether 
рм҈ ƻǊ фсΦр҈Σ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ψƻƴƭȅ оΦр҈Ω ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΣ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ς ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŎŀǊŜŘ 
ƻōƧŜŎǘΩκΩƳŀƎƛŎŀƭ ƎƛŦǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨоΦр҈ ǊǳƭŜΩ ς and Extinction Rebellion is having a strategy rethink (see 
Postcript).  Some insiders, such as Rupert Read, have started talking openly about the need to have 
the wider population onside.   

Risk 

An obvious risk in the existing XR strategy of creating disruption in order to cause economic cost to 
ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜƎƛƳŜΩΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ оΦр҈ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴǎΩ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
blƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ όƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǘǳōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴǎύΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ·wΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ 
efforts, such as its elaborately organised October Rebellion in London in 2019, it will have generated 
almost no direct pressure on government policies bearing directly on emissions.  XR poses a law and 
order conundrum but putting pressure on policies (and corporate policies) with a direct bearing on 
ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǇǊŜ-dating XR.   

XRUY Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ ŦǳŜƭ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ {ƘŜƭƭ hƛƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
mostly disruption protests rather than strategic actions: symbolic rather than instrumental.  (In a 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨоΦр҈Ω ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ƻƴ January 6 2020, XR Scotland climbed onto a jack-up oil/ gas rig 
in Dundee in a bid to stop it leaving port.  Seven people were arrested.) 

The organisation faces difficult choices in whether or not to adapt or stick with its original plan, which 
many see as unsustainable or unachievable.  It seems to me that so far, Extinction Rebellion has been 
ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴȅ ōȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀΩΦ  ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƳƛƎht have been subject to far more questioning. Nevertheless 
·w ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŀ Ψmid-course correctionΩΦ    

One person, who has haŘ ƭƻƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩΣ ƛƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
and with NGOs commented to me:  
 
άǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ L ŘƛƎ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ wƻƎŜǊ IŀƭƭŀƳΩǎ Ψ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǳƴŜŀǎȅ L ōŜŎƻƳŜΗ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ LΩƳ 
not sure it really is a Theory of Change at all ς ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘŜŜǇΣ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜŘ ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
no real understanding of how political systems work whatsoever.  And that is really worrying ς we 
ƴŜŜŘ 9ȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ŦŜŀǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōy this wilful 
ƴŀƛǾŜǘȅέΦ 
 
I agree with that: we need Extinction Rebellion to continue to succeed.    Yet as XRUK now rethinks its 
approach, it faces the difficult task of taking its small army of followers with it, while changing some 
of its strategy so as to bear more directly on politics and policy machinery to shift it into real climate 
emergency response mode.   

9ƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ·w ǘƻ ǊŜōŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛǾŜΦ  .ǳǘ 
ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƧǳǎǘ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΩΣ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/local/dundee/1062754/extinction-rebellion-activist-vows-to-go-down-fighting-as-protesters-scale-oil-rig-at-dundee-port-and-launch-occupation/
https://news.stv.tv/north/extinction-rebellion-climate-campaigners-board-oil-rig?top
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mid-Course-Correction-Sustainable-Enterprise-Interface/dp/0964595354
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do what needs to be done to tackle the climate problem. If disengaged from that, it will have no 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ will be susceptible 
to being demonized as extremist.  

Attacking the efforts of NGOs, trying to coerce them into supporting the revolutionary pathway, 
dismissing all governments as incapable of making a significant difference, denying the existence of 
solutions, claiming that nothing has been done and nothing has worked, gloom-picking the science 
and promoting grief and despair, are all hostages to fortune which in my view, will not survive the 
ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ΨŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩΦ  Picking fights with the IPCC and talking 
up the problem of climate anxiety are diversions not winning strategies.  It also needs to tone down 
its exceptionalism which gets in the way of working with or at least alongside others, and deludes its 
followers.   

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ς ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƴȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
some thoughts based on public materials and reports.     Most of it concerns Extinction Rebellion, and 
ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ·w ¦Y ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴΩΦ 

PART 2 

DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ΨbǳŎƭŜŀǊ ¦ƳōǊŜƭƭŀΩ* 

ώϝ5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊΣ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ΨƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ  Lƴ Ƴȅ ǾƛŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
sheltered by the emotional power of Greta Thunberg]  

ά²Ƙŀǘ LŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 5ƛŘ ¢Ƙŀǘ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜΚέ 

hƴ {ǘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мп нлму ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland Florida killed 17 people with a semi-automatic weapon.  It triggered a new wave of protest 
against US gun laws.  With others, the Women's March youth branch, called for "students, teachers, 
school administrators, parents and allies" to take part in a national school walkout.  Four survivors of 
ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪƭŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ΨMarch for Our LivesΩΣ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ-ƭŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ƴŀǎǎ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎέ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ 9ƳƳŀ DƻƴȊŀƭŜȊΦ  ¦{! ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ΨǘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǇƻƛƴǘΩΦ   

The student-led movement has changed the American conversation over guns but it also had an 
impact far away in Sweden, where 15 year-old Greta Thunberg was worried about climate tipping 
points.  For some years Thunberg had been trying to persuade her parents ς her opera-singer mother 
and film director father ς to change their lifestyles in response to climate change.  In May 2018 she 
won a climate essay competition in the newspaper  Svenska Dagbladet and was contacted by  Bo 
Thorén from the group Fossil Free Dalsland.   

In an interview with Democracy Now at the December 2018 UN climate summit in Katowice, Poland, 
¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ  άƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 
youths in the United States [who] refused to go to school because of the school shootings.  And then 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ L ƪƴŜǿ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΚέέ 

ώ!ƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 2015 one day school strike 
timed to coincide with the COP21 UN Paris climate conference, which attracted 50,000 students in 
100 countries, although it got less publicity].   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stoneman_Douglas_High_School_shooting
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/students-seize-control-gun-debate-plan-walkouts-march-n849226
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_for_Our_Lives
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/12/11/meet_the_15_year_old_swedish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svenska_Dagbladet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greta_Thunberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greta_Thunberg
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/12/11/meet_the_15_year_old_swedish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_strike_for_the_climate
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άtŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ 

After trying unsuccessfully to get others to join her, on 20 August 2018, Thunberg started a solo strike 
outside the Swedish Parliament.  She urged parliament to take action in line with the Paris agreement.  
Next day others joined her and by November 2018 strikes had spread to Australia where thousands 
took part ƛƴ ά{ǘǊƛƪŜ п /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !ŎǘƛƻƴέΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘƻ ŀ Ƙŀƭǘ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎised by 
pro-Ŏƻŀƭ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ {Ŏƻǘǘ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΦ  aŀƴƧƻǘ YŀǳǊΣ мт ǊŜƧƻƛƴŜŘΥ  άLŦ {Ŏƻǘǘ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέΦ   

YŀǳǊΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ Thunberg echoed the narrative of the American 
student gun-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊǎΦ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΤ ȅƻǳ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣέ мт-year-old Parkland 
survivor David Hogg ƘŀŘ ǘƻƭŘ /bbΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜd to take some action and play a role. Work together. 
Come over your politics and get something done."  The older generation had created this mess and by 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƻǊǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊǳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ   Lǘ ǘǿŜŀƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ 
emotional reflex of human adults: to pay attention to cries for help from their children.   

Ψ.ŜƛƴƎ ! tŀǊŜƴǘΩ 

Lƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŦǊŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨŀōƻǳǘΩ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨŀōƻǳǘΩ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ 

 

(TIME magazine covers 1989 and 2019 - reframing) 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/30/climate-change-strike-thousands-of-students-to-join-national-protest
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/30/climate-change-strike-thousands-of-students-to-join-national-protest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Hogg_(activist)
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Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƭƛŎƘŞ ΨǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
the child lies in the bond between parent and child started at birth. 

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ΨōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ top three of dozens of possible identity choices, and is one of 
the few factors which resonates with almost equal power across all the main values groups. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ψōŀōȅ ƘŜǳǊƛǎǘƛŎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
leads advertisers to use babies (or puppies that look baby-ish) in promotions and branding, and 

http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=1903
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politicians to kiss babies.  The child-like looks of Greta Thunberg is much remarked on by detractors 
ŀƴŘ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘƛǎŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀǎ Ψŀ ƭƻƴŜ мр ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘΩΦ   Even Extinction Rebellion adopts 
a parental tone ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΥ ά Χ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǿŜ ŦŀŎŜ Χ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ мс-year-ƻƭŘ {ǿŜŘƛǎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƎƛǊƭέΦ  

 Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŀƴ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀΩΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 
grown as the student strikes and Fridays for Future have expanded, involving more and more school 
children.  According to the Wikipedia page School strike for the climate it involved Ψŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нтл ŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
including in Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Netherlands, Germany, Finland, Denmark, Japan, 
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the United States.  In January 2019 strikes returned to those 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀΣ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ Ψŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 45,000 students protested in 
{ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀƭƻƴŜΩΦ  Lƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ 
age to 16 to allow them a more effective voice. 

Raised Eyebrows 

In February 2019 many politicians struggled to judge their response to the growing student strikes.  A 
Belgian Minister had to resign after wrongly claiming his security service had evidence that they were 
ŀ ΨǎŜǘ-ǳǇΩΦ  Lƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ aŀȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 
/ŀōƛƴŜǘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜŀ [ŜŀŘǎƻƳ ǘƻƻƪ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ../ ŦƻǊ ǘǿŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎǘǊƛƪŜΩΣ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ 
Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ΨǘǊǳŀƴŎȅΩ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘΦ   aŀȅΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ /ƭŀƛǊŜ 
tŜǊǊȅ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ  άLΩƳ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
people in the UK who are highly educated about this issue and feel very strongly ς quite rightly ς that 
ǿŜ Řƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ 
conservative Daily Telegraph reported ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ΨǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿǎΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
protest from Carolyn Fairbairn,  director general of the CBI [Confederation of British Industry]. 

Largest Ever 

So it became the largest ever climate proteǎǘΣ ƻǊ ΨƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩΦ   мΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ 
on 15 March 2019, 4 million on 20 September 2019, and 2 million on 27 September 2019.   Hundreds 
of thousands also struck in over 1600 towns in at least 125 countries timed to affect the European 
Elections in May 2019. The 20-27 September strike was promoted through Earth Strike  backed by a 
coalition of NGOs including Greenpeace and 350, Extinction Rebellion, trade unions and politicians, 
and timed around the  UN Climate Action Summit on 23 September, involving 4500 locations in 150 
countries. 1.4 million took part in in Germany alone, 300,000 in Australia and a million people in Italy.  
The September 2019 Climate Strikes Wikipedia page details actions in 98 countries and notes that 
Ψ350.orgτa group that organised many of the protestsτŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ тΦс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΩΦ  
Forbes reported ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ climate protest ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ όǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜύ ŀƴŘ The Guardian that 
it was the largest in the UK.  

! ŎŀǎŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ 
at rallies and protests, as politicians scrambled to align themselves with her in a public mea culpa.  For 
example in the UK, PM Theresa May who resigned over Brexit issues, made it one of her last acts to 
ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ мм WǳƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ΨƴŜǘ ȊŜǊƻΩ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ōȅ нлрлΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀǿ ōȅ ΨƻǊŘŜǊΩ 
on 2т WǳƴŜ нлмфΦ   ¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƻǿƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴǇŜŀŎŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ΨƭƻƻǇƘƻƭŜǎΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ΨŎŀǊōƻƴ ƻŦŦǎŜǘǎΩ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜŀƭ ¦Y ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ aŀȅΩǎ Ƴƻve not only side-stepped 
opposition from her own Chancellor but marginalised political climate sceptics inside her own party.  
As a previous blog detailed, these people had successfully stifled onshore wind in the UK and a side-

https://rebellion.earth/the-truth/about-us/theory-of-change/
https://rebellion.earth/the-truth/about-us/theory-of-change/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_strike_for_the_climate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_strike_for_the_climate
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/02/15/theresa-may-condemns-thousands-children-staged-school-walk-protest/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Strike
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_UN_Climate_Action_Summit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_2019_climate_strikes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/350.org
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ceciliarodriguez/2019/09/21/biggest-ever-climate-protest-in-photos-greta-thunberg-and-the-worlds-youth-demand-action/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ceciliarodriguez/2019/03/15/unprecedented-global-climate-change-strike-by-students-to-save-the-planet-in-photos/#4fb0c40c7c44
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/sep/20/enough-biggest-ever-climate-protest-uk
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=ade302be-980b-4f8e-afe4-e03d873554c9
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=2345
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ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ aŀȅΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ 
shift the window of climate ambition.    

I have no idea if anyone apart from Greta Thunberg herself writes her speeches but part of their power 
lies in the way they fold science-based reason into her personification of blameless and betrayed 
youth.   

Every parent remembers times when they themselves did not want to study and go to school.  Most 
were prevailed on by their ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ΨŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩΦ  bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
for their children, sustained by the belief that it is for the best if they go to school (even presumably, 
ΨƘƻƳŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎΩύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƎƛŎ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ Ƴƛƭlions of parents to recognize 
ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘŀŎƪƭŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƛǎ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘΦ   LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
or social contract but a very domestic one. 

The school strike proposition creates a psychological pincer movement in which Track 1 (the 
intuitively, emotionally driven world of the everyday such as child-parent relationships) has combined 
with tests set from Track 2 (the expert, analytical evidence-based world).  It has succeeded in trapping 
politicians in a way that many previous campaigns have tried hard to do but rarely succeeded at, and 
ƴƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ  Lƴ ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ς although 
many of those invoƭǾŜŘ ŜǎŎƘŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩ ς this is the greatest contribution of 
the Thunberg phenomenon.   

ά[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέ 

LǘΩǎ ŜƴŎŀǇǎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ōȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƻ άƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέΦ   

ά²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  DƻƻŘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ 
want them to talk to the scientists instead.  Listen to them because we are just repeating what they 
are saying and have been saying for deŎŀŘŜǎέΦ  ς Greta Thunberg, European Economic and Social 
Committee, Brussels, 21 February 2019 

άL ƪŜŜǇ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǘŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ς European Parliament, 16 April 2019 

άaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ I assure you that we 
will go back to school the moment you start listening to the science and give us a future.  Is that too 
ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΚέΦ ς Houses of Parliament, London, 23 April 2019 

Where the students in question reference their commitment to learning and in particular to science, 
it re-folds the proposition in on itself. 

The genius of particularly studious students forgoing their lessons intended to enhance their life-
chances because they believe an unattended climate crisis may make learning futile, is that it tightens 
the emotional vice.  Securing a good education for their children is an almost universal priority for 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ  wŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
the climate crisis now means responding to her and her followers, not just familiar environmental 
NGO outriders.   Thunberg and her followers have personified climate impacts in a way that transcends 
ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ΨƭƛƳƛǘǎΩ ƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΩΦ 

The parents and grandparents caught most painfully in this grip are those who may have 
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ Ψǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=1746
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immediate short-term needs of their families ς their own and those of their children ς before 
ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ƛŦ ΨǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
as an emergency, like war or a deathly plague.   

It converts climate change from a Track 2 global governance game for grown up experts, to a domestic 
ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ƻǿƴ ōŀŎƪ-story  - her struggle to convince her parents and their response, 
including her mother foregoing air travel and thus a part of her career ς has been both an insulation 
against the many attacks mounted against her, and at least an indication to all parents, that they too 
should act.   

¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ǇƛƴŎŜǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
committed to responding to the climate crisis but whose commitment involves a lot of can-kicking, 
pilot projects and rhetoric rather than wholesale action to rapidly transition out of fossil fuels and 
other causes of climate change.  This includes those in countries like Germany and the UK and 
potentially maybe even China.   

²Ƙŀǘ ǘƛŜǎ ŀ ƪƴƻǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƎǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΦ  ²ƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 
perhaps been an added incentive to Donald Trump to double down on his climate denial and quit 
Paris, the UN, and all that. 

PART 3 
 
The New Climate Movement and the Green Wave 

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘΣ  ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ political 
responses to it are also unarguable, if so far, often indicative rather than very substantial.   

Many commentators, particularly journalists, have also pointed to increased levels of public concern 
about the environment as evidence of the movements impact.  So has XR itself. Many in XR have been 
in little doubt that changes in public opinion can be attributed to their activities. In spring 2019 Roger 
Hallam stated:  

ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ώ·wΩǎ  ΨǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΩϐΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ·wΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ст҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩέ    

And claimed: 

άǿŜΩǾŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ Χ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ мн ǘƻ нр҈ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎέΦ  

This is more open to question.  Can it be attributed to XR ?   

In my ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǾŜΩ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ previous one in the late 1980s, in that it is 
primarily driven by real-world events, not just activism.  (There was an earlier wave around 1969-
1971). The current wave is mainly driven by climate-related impacts whereas the late eighties one was 
a response to a more mixed bag of environmental disasters, threats and discoveries.     

As an activist movement can create a positive feedback, the new climate movement is of course both 
riding and elevating the gǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǾŜΦ  {ŀƭƛŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴ ΨƛǎǎǳŜΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

https://youtu.be/s2sQ3XDxq2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kE4z2eCQV2M
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ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƛǎǎǳŜΩ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
itself draws attention, as XR says.  

DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎΣ  #fridaysforfuture strikes and XR ΨǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴǎΩ will have pushed up 
ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊ Ǉƻƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ-related events 
have (eg Mrs ThŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƛƴ мфууΣ ǘƘŜ Lt// мΦр/ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǇǇƛƴƎ tƻƛƴǘǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ 
ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŘƻŜǎ όŜƎ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ǘǘŜƴōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ .ƭǳŜ tƭŀƴŜǘ ƻƴ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ Climate Change: The Facts), 
and as weather-related disasters attributed to climate change do, such as the 2007 UK floods, 2018 
bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ IŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊŜ ΨƘŜŀǘǿŀǾŜΩΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ !ƳŀȊƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ  Lƴ 
ΨƛǎǎǳŜ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊΩ ǇƻƭƭǎΣ ŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻf the public mind, produces a result.  
It makes floods, disasters and political crises interchangeable factors within the same category, 
irrespective of whether they may be cause, effect or consequence.   

Mobilisation of children and youth will also have unsettled the assumptions of millions of parents with 
psychological, and sometimes social results.  This is a qualitatively new magnifier and in my opinion, 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ 
ƛǎǎǳŜΩ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ŀ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōȅ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
succeeded on the scale Greta Thunberg has achieved.    

¢ƘŜ ΨǘǊǳŜΩ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
can do to elevate or sustain a wave of public concern but what assets and resources it can deploy to 
create impact if and when that wave subsides.  Right ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
not.  This first wave subsided once there seemed to be a big political response, and this one could too.   

For instance, imagine what will happen if, and I fervently hope it does happen, the graphs of global 
/hн ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŦŀƭƭΣ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ȅŜŀǊΦ  DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ-in-trade 
ƻŦ άŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦȅ ǘƘŜƴ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘŜέ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ о ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ όƻǊ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ 
there is any political popping of champagne coǊƪǎύΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƻƭǾŜŘέ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎŜǘǎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩǎ ǎƻƭǾŜŘέΦ   

While those who stop to think about it analytically (the Track 2 discussion) will realƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀǎŜΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ΨƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭΩ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ό{ȅǎǘŜƳ мΣ ¢ǊŀŎƪ мύΦ  ώ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ΨDoomsday ClockΩ ŀǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ нллт ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as nuclear conflict but that can send a mixed message ς even so, it or something like it should be 
centre stage if and when the tide is turned on global emissions].   

It would be a great loss if GT and XR were not players in a post-wave world because the effective fight 
against climate change will be in its most urgent period.  The new climate movement and the rest of 
the emergency responders need to get together and work out what the political legacy of this wave is 
to be, for there will only be one shot at it.   

What People Have Said About XR, GT And The New Green Wave 

In October 2019, activist blogger @ecohustler Matt Mellen raised several concerns ŀōƻǳǘ ·wΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 
but acknowledged:  

Ψ!ǇǊƛƭΩǎ 9ȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǿas phenomenal. I was inspired to be a part of 
something so bold and ground-ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎΦ  IƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ōƻƻǎǘŜŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǳǇ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΩΦ   

https://www.fridaysforfuture.org/
https://rebellion.earth/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=1746
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/doomsday-clock-announcement-midnight-nuclear-weapons-climate-crisis-australia-a9298921.html
https://ecohustler.com/culture/3-challenges-for-extinction-rebellion/
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Also in October, Adam Vaughan declared in New Scientist ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ωƛƴ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎΩΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΥ ΨŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ student climate strikes, the Extinction Rebellion movement has helped 
ǇǊƻǇŜƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΩΦ   

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмф ΨǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΩΣ ƛƴ aŀȅ ōƭƻƎƎŜǊ [Ŝƻ .ŀǊŀǎƛ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨPolls reveal surge 
in concern in UK about climate changeΩΦ  Lƴ WǳƴŜ ¢ƘŜ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ reported ΨtǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƻǾŜǊ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƘƛƎƘ ƛƴ ¦YΩΣ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ¸ƻǳDƻǾ ǇƻƭƭΦ   5ŀƳƛŜƴ /ŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ   

ΨtǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛt of Greta 
Thunberg to parliament and the Extinction Rebellion protests in April. The environment is now cited by 
people as the third most pressing issue facing the nation in tracking data from the polling company 
YouGov that began in 2010. Environment was ranked after Brexit and health, but is ahead of the 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ 

 

In October,  IPSOS-MORI found ǘƘŀǘ Ψ.ǊŜȄƛǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ .Ǌƛǘƻƴǎϥ ǘƻǇ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙƛǘǎ ƛǘǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ мффлΩΣ and that (from a different poll) 85% of voters were 
concerned about climate change.  But what do such polls really tell us?   

------------*---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

.ƻȄΥ ΨCŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ 

Both the IPSOS MORI poll and the YouGov poll are framed ŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩΦ  
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ΨŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΩ ƻǊ ΨǿƻǊǊȅΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǎƪǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ 
respond on behalf of the country.  As very few ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ΨǊǳƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ōȅ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻȄƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩΦ 

Such surveys snapshot what is most salient, noticeable or front-of-mind.  This can be through direct 
experience but is likely to be mostly influenced by ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ΨƛǎǎǳŜΩΣ 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2217269-global-climate-strikes-millions-take-to-the-streets-to-demand-action/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-rolls-reveal-surge-in-concern-in-uk-about-climate-change?utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=GuestPost-LBarasi
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-rolls-reveal-surge-in-concern-in-uk-about-climate-change?utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=GuestPost-LBarasi
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/05/greta-thunberg-effect-public-concern-over-environment-reaches-record-high
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/27/extinction-rebellion-activists-stage-die-in-protests-across-globe
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/brexit-remains-britons-top-concern-whilst-worry-over-environment-hits-its-highest-level-1990
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=99
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ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǳƴǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ΨŦŀŎƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ψŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΩ ƻǊ ΨƳȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩΦ  {ƻ 
iŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀƴ-issue-facing-the-country.  

/ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ άǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘέ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ΨōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ could get a similar result by asking people 
άǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ώƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭϐ ƴŜǿǎ Κέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƴŜǿǎΩ ƛǎ 
an independent insight into reality so polls are unlikely to be commissioned that way.     

For example if you had asked British people at any time since 1988 whether the NHS was really 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΦ  .ǳǘ ΨbI{Ω ƎƻŜǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ahwL 
issue tracker in relation to debate about the NHS, which is often associated with political argument 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bI{Σ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ 
ŀƴŘ ΨǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅ ƻǊ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ 
lower the score but if at any time you had asked people how important a good environment is for 
their family (as other surveys have), most would have said it was vital.  In that sense the tracker is not 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƻǊ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǊŜΩ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀn 
unresolved issue or problem to be fixed and needing attention.   This is probably why the environment 
ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ŦŜƭƭ ǎƘŀǊǇƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴ Ψ9ŀǊǘƘ {ǳƳƳƛǘΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ wƛƻ όмффн ς see 
ōŜƭƻǿύ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƛǎǎǳŜǎΩ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ 
and getting attention.    

The IPSOS-ahwL ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ΨƻǇŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊǎ ǘƘŜƴ 
code the responses into categories, of which pollution/ environment is one, amongst  43 others 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩΦ  {ƻ ŀƴȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘǎ ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ΨǘƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻȄΩΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ-related ones.  The 
YouGov version presents a fixed list of options visible to respondents but is otherwise similar.  

------------*---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

"London 16 April 2019 019" by paul_appleyard is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0  
Unprecedented ? 
 

ΨwŜŎƻǊŘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΩ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
we are in uncharted territory.  In terms of mobilisation that is true.  In May 2019 Roger Hallam wrote 
in The Guardian: 

άLƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ Extinction Rebellion has gone from 15 people in a room to creating the biggest 
organised civil disobedience campaign in British history. In the past two weeks more than a thousand 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/20342758@N00/47623275471
https://www.flickr.com/photos/20342758@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/may/01/extinction-rebellion-non-violent-civil-disobedience
https://rebellion.earth/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/22/people-arrested-at-london-climate-protests
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people have been arrested and as a result the climate and ecological crisis is finally on the political 
ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀōƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘέΦ 

.ǳǘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ƭŜast half is probably down to Greta Thunberg even in 
the UK, and more elsewhere. In terms of UK public concern we have also in fact seen higher levels in 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǾŜΩ ƻŦ мфуу-1990.  That also had political consequences and it is 
at least worth asking whether we can learn from and improve on what happened last time around.  
[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎΦ 

As Carrington noted, the YouGov poll shown above only goes back to 2010, and the transient spike in 
2014 was caused not by campaigning or an uprising but by winter storms and floods  

Gales and floods also produced the previous spikes shown in the longer-running IPSOS MORI poll 
shown below, with the January 2007 storms rating at 19%, just 2% less than the recent October 2019 
record.    

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/22/people-arrested-at-london-climate-protests
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Floods in 2007 

A look at the detail of the October 2019 IPSOS MORI tracker (below) also shows that the number of 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ΨǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ŀǎ the top issue was actually just 5%, with another 17% 
made up by those mentioning it as onŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΩ όǎŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ  р҈ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƻǘ ς 
ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ς and more, for 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŀƴ 9ȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ оΦр҈ όŀōƻǳǘ нΦо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜύ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ψoverthrow any 
ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴƻƴ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΩΦ 

 

Ψ9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘκ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƘŜƴ fell from 21% in October 2019 to 15% in November, because of an 18% 
increase in people mentioning the NHS (National Health Service), and 3% increases in mentions of 
ΨŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴκ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ м҈ ŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅκƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ όǎŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ 

 

The dip was probably due to the General Election campaign which began in early November.  Although 
environment/ climate change played a greater part in the campaign than in most if not all previous 
ones, the dominant focus of the two major parties was on Brexit and the NHS.  If there is now no 
singular crisis, for instance in the NHS, and/or once Brexit appears to be resolved, this suppressing 
effect may disappear. 

 

 

https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/nhs-surges-match-brexit-final-issues-index-ahead-2019-general-election
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²ŜΩǾŜ .ŜŜƴ IŜǊŜ .ŜŦƻǊŜ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ  bƻǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IPSOS MORI online 
archives ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ΨǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴκ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ όмф88) as a category in this long running 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊΦ  LŦ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨƛǎǎǳŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩΦ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(My extraction of data from IPSOS MORI tracker - https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/issues-
index-trends-1988-1997)  

¢Ƙƛǎ όŀōƻǾŜύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǾŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙƛǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ Ψулǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ΨфлǎΦ   IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ōȅ 
ƳƻƴǘƘ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘκ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΩΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ƴƛƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ƻǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмф ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфуф ΨŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΩ ƻǊ 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ΨŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ 
consecutive.  Although it should be noted that over the years, the number of categories recorded by 
aƻǊƛ όǘƻŘŀȅ Lt{h{ ahwLύ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΣ ǎƻ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨŜŀǎƛŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƛƎƘΣ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ 
мфуф ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ κǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ор҈Σ ƻǳǘ-scoring even the NHS, and in July 1990 it 
hit 30%, level with the NHS and Local Government/ Poll Tax.   So the environment as a national issue 
has been higher before and may yet go higher again. 

Oct-88 10

Nov-88 11

Dec 5

Jan-89 9 Jan-90 19 Jan-91 5 Jan-92 5 Jan-93 4 Jan-94 5 Jan-95 5 Jan-96 4

Feb 14 Feb 18 Feb 5 Feb 7 Feb 5 Feb 3 Feb 4 Feb 7

Mar 22 Mar 21 Mar 9 Mar no data Mar 4 Mar 4 Mar 4 Mar 5

Apr 14 Apr 19 Apr 10 Apr 10 Apr 5 Apr 6 Apr 3 Apr 4

May 17 May 22 May 9 May 13 May 3 May 4 May 4 May 4

Jun 23 Jun 20 Jun 8 Jun 15 Jun 4 Jun 4 Jun 5 Jun 3

Jul 35 Jul 30 Jul 18 Jul 14 Jul 7 Jul 7 Jul 5 Jul 5

Aug 30 Aug 18 Aug 8 Aug 8 Aug 5 Aug 6 Aug 6 Aug 7

Sep 28 Sep 14 Sep 7 Sep 7 Sep 3 Sep 4 Sep 5 Sep 5

Oct 21 Oct 12 Oct 10 Oct 4 Oct 3 Oct 5 Oct 4 Oct 4

Nov 18 Nov 9 Nov 7 Nov 5 Nov 4 Nov 4 Nov 5 Nov 3

Dec 17 Dec 6 Dec 4 Dec 3 Dec 4 Dec 4 Dec 4 Dec 4

https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/issues-index-trends-1988-1997
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/issues-index-trends-1988-1997
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/issues-index-trends-1988-1997
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/issues-index-trends-1988-1997
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Above: approximate joining of IPSOS MORI tracker data to their 1997-нлмф ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜen 
ǿŀǾŜΩ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мфуу-1989. The 21 percent line is the October 2019 peak. 

By 1991 environment scores were declining and the last time they reached double figures was in 1992, 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ όWǳƴŜύ Ψ9ŀǊǘƘ {ǳƳƳƛǘΩ όƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜύΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇpened and does it 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ΨǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΩ Κ 

The First Green Wave  

From the mid 1980s to early 1990s a succession of prominent environmental events, discoveries and 
scandals combined to drive public and political concern about the environment.  These included the 
acid rain issue (from early 1980s), the discovery of the hole in the ozone layer (1985), and the 
greenhouse effect/ global warming/ climate change (1988).   Nuclear issues were prominent in part 
because of the Cold War, and combined, these catalysed the rise of the Greens in Germany.  The 
German Greens became a significant political force after gaining 8.7% of the vote in Federal elections 
in 1987 and helped convert Germany into an environmental leader within Europe, which in turn 
affected politics in the UK.    All this had a ratchet-like effect in driving environmental awareness in 
the UK.  For example:   

On April 26 1986 the Chernobyl nuclear power station exploded in the Ukraine and radiation spread 
around the Northern Hemisphere.   In 1987, 72 Beluga Whales were found dead in St Lawrence River 
Canada, loaded with toxic chemicals, and in July the Irish Sea was found to be the most radioactively 
polluted in the world, due to Sellafield, while in October, the Antarctic Ozone Hole reached a record 
size.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliance_90/The_Greens
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Nuclear issues and economic rethinking in the previous green wave 1988-90 

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфуу ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŦǊƻȊŜƴ ΨǇŜǊƳŀŦǊƻǎǘΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ {ƛōŜǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ 
for the last 20 years, and in April, thousands of seals started dying in the North Sea. In May 550 tonnes 
of a cyanide-based chemical were lost from a ship off Norfolk, and in June 48,000 pairs of puffins 
suffered a total breeding failure in Shetland.  Then in the same month, as drought and heatwaves 
gripped the US, NASA scientist Jim Hansen told the US Congress that the science showed with 99% 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭΦ   !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ψ/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ !ǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΩ 
conference in Toronto declared "Humanity is conducting an unintended, uncontrolled, globally 
pervasive experiment whose ultimate consequences could be second only to a global nuclear war",  
and NGOs called for a 20% reduction in carbon emissions by 2020. 

 

From the previous green wave 1988 - 1989 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hansen
https://www.torontoenvironment.org/campaigns/climate/climatechange
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A fortnight later 20,000 tonnes of aluminium sulphate polluted drinking water for 20,000 people near 
Camelford in Cornwall.  In September the Karin B a ship carrying toxic waste, returned to Italy after 
being refused entry to Spain and the UK, and the oil rig Piper Alpha exploded in the North Sea killing 
167 and dropping four tonnes of PCBs into the water.   

On 27 September 1988 UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher declared ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ άƛǘ ƛǎ 
possible that with all these enormous changes (population, agricultural, use of fossil fuels) 
concentrated into such a short period of time, we have unwittingly begun a massive experiment with 
ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦέΦ  {ƘŜ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ άŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƘŜŀǘ ǘǊŀǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳŀǘƛŎ 
ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŜǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǿŀǊƳŜǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎέΦ 

In November 1988 a UN survey found 32-57% of trees in forests across Europe were suffering damage 
ŦǊƻƳ ΨŀŎƛŘ ǊŀƛƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ мфуф ǎŜǿŀƎŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻƴ ƘŀƭŦ 
.ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎΦ Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴƛǘƛated proceedings against the UK which was 
ōȅ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƛǊǘȅ aŀƴ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΦ hƴ нп aŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƛƭ ǘŀƴƪŜǊ 9ȄȄƻƴ ±ŀƭŘŜȊΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
years earlier with just a single layer hull after lobbying by Exxon, ran aground in Prince William Sound 
at Valdez, Alaska, leading to a 3,000 square mile oil slick and killing wildlife such as sea otters. 

1989 also saw a slew of climate reports produced including from meetings in The Hague and 
Noordwijk, from Nobel Prize Winners and the National Academy of Sciences in the US, and the 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Lt//Ωǎ ΨCƛǊǎǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘΩ ό!ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊύ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ά²Ŝ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΥ ΦΦΦ/h2 has been responsible for over half the enhanced 
greenhouse effect; long-lived gases would require immediate reductions in emissions from human 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ сл҈ ǘƻ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅϥǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦΦΦέΦ 

 

{ƻƳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŜƴ ²ŀǾŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y  мфуу-1992. What happened in June and July 1990?  The 
../ ΨwŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ψ.{9Ω ƻǊ ΨaŀŘ /ƻǿ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜΩ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
time, when emergency measures were introduced, not long after Agriculture Minister John Gummer 
had attempted to feed his daughter a beef-burger on tv.   attempted to feed his daughter a beef-
burger on tv.   

https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/107346
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bovine_spongiform_encephalopathy
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/may/16/newsid_2913000/2913807.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/may/16/newsid_2913000/2913807.stm
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It also coincided with a period of extreme drought in the UK and temperatures exceeding 37.C. 

 

High temperatures and drought in 1990 - from The Climate Timebomb: Signs of Climate Change from 
the Greenpeace Database, Jeremy Leggett Ed., Greenpeace Intl, 1994 (note top of page story on 
climate tipping point). 

A Short Lived First Greening of the Conservatives  

Environmental issues became prominent in campaigning for the 1989 European Elections in the UK.  
NGOs united to dŜƳŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ŀ Ψ.ƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ DǊŜŜƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ 
on agriculture, biotech, energy, forestry, the greenhouse effect, habitats, ozone depletion, recycling, 
toxic chemicals, aid and tropical forests, transport, vehicle emissions and acid rain, waste 
management and water pollution.  They warned that a temperature rise of 1.5-рΦр/ Ψƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ 
нлолΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ŀ Ǉƻƭƭ ōȅ ahwL ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǳƴŘΥ 
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по҈ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘant in deciding their vote 

62% wanted the European Parliament to have more power to set environmental protections 

63% were most concerned by nuclear waste, 46% by water pollution, 44% by toxic waste and 37% by 
destruction of the ozone layer 

52% wanted farm subsidies to be based on organic or environmentally sensitive farming 

On June 19, although it did not win a seat due to a first-past-the-post system, the Green Party gained 
a record 15% of the UK votes (2.3m).   This alarmed other parties, and for a brief period, even led to a 
change of strategy by the Conservative Party, which started talking up the environment rather than 
playing it down as it had before.     At the September Conservative Party Conference in 1989 Mrs 
Thatcher announced άLǘϥǎ ǿŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘτwe are its 
ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜέΦ   

On November 8 1989 Thatcher addressed ǘƘŜ ¦b DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ άŀ 
ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ǿƛǘƘ άōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎέ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ 
/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘǊŜŀƭ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻȊƻƴŜ ƭŀȅŜǊΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ άōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ the 
²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ мффнέΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ǿŀǎ άǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎέΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ άŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŀǘ ŀƴ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ ǊŀǘŜέ ŦǊƻƳ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ ŦǳŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ 
ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ άƴŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ άƴƻƴ-fossil fuel 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ   

 

¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ƻȊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǿŀǎ 
mainstream, and right and left wing media not only echoed concern but went looking for new 
ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜǎΩ to confirm cause for concern.   

Senior Tories Chris Patten and Michael Heseltine advocated more intervention and tighter 
environmental regulation.  Heseltine pointed out that the Dutch Prime Minister had made the 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ōŀǘǘƭŜƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅΦ  ! ōƻƻƪ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ .ƻǿ DǊƻǳǇ ŜǾŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊƛǎƳ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ Χ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŀǇǘ 
ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ Χ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩΦ  

Patten wanted the Conservatives ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψvǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΩ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ /ŀōƛƴŜǘ 
battles over car emissions and greening the economy.  By 1990 Thatcher had started citing claims by 
early climate-sceptics such as the George C Marshall Institute (GMI) casting doubt on the scientific 

https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/107352
https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/107817
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ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ tŀǘǘŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǳǘǘŜŘΦ ¢ƻǊȅ DǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ aŀǊƪ LL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
Cameron came along in 2005.  

¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǎŎŜǇǘƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
influence of the US-based fossil-fuel funded lobby.  (Analysis by Jon Agar of UCL [pp 244-5 ref 127], 
suggests Thatcher was influenced via key gatekeeper Charles Powell with material originating from 
the GMI in December 1989 and June 1990.  Download Agar, Science Policy Under Thatcher).      

In subsequent decades this hobbled progress on climate change at the UN (eg via the misleadingly 
named Global Climate Coalition).  As Nathaniel Rich and others have since documented, it led the US 
to see-saw on climate, and ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ to cut emissions, and it then polarised US politics 
on climate along values lines.  Many have since seen this moment as a catastrophic missed 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ ŀ ΨtŜŀŎŜ 5ƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ Ψƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘΩ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻȊƻƴŜ ƭŀȅŜǊΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
short-lived window of opportunity to head off the problem before it escalated but that was lost. 

¢ƘŜ Ψ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ 9Ǌŀ 

My own interpretation is that the mid-late 1980s experienced a growing sense of environmental 
apocalypse.  Disasters and discoveries seemed to validate earlier 1970s-1980s warnings about 
uncontrolled industrialisation and interference with nature.   

A social and political reaction followed, including rapid growth of environmental groups.  It culminated 
in the establishment of the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 1988), numerous new 
pro-ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мффн ¦b wƛƻΩ 9ŀǊǘƘ {ǳƳƳƛǘ 
(UNCED).  

Yet when the Earth Summit came, that event acted like an analgesic,  It gave the impression that 
άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōƛƎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭŜǾƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ Ψ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΦ    

L ǿŀǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŦƻǊ DǊŜŜƴǇŜŀŎŜ ¦Y ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ флΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ƻŦ ŀ  ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎŎŜǇǘƛŎΩΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ΨŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΩ ƻǊ ƘŀŘ ΨŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΩ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƴȅ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦΣ ŀƴ 
idea also widely accepted by the media.   

To try and prove what specialists and people on the ground knew, we went looking for a campaign 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳƴŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ψ.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ¦ǎǳŀƭΩΦ  ²Ŝ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Brent Spar (here and here), which in May and June 1995 became a cause celebre of consumer 
ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƘŜƭƭΩǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜŀǘΣ ƛǘ ƛƴǾƛƎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ Ψ/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 
ResponsibƛƭƛǘȅΩ ŀǎ /9hǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ.   

.ǳǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƴƻ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΩ 
Richter scale of IPSOS-MORI.   It was an exception to, not a confirmation of, the prevailing mood.  The 
Ψ{ǇŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōƛƎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ΨƳƛƴŘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǾŜΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƴƻǿΣ ƻǾŜǊ 
the climate emergency.  (If the first green wave was caused by a big shift in public perception it was 
perhaps that environmental warnings that the planet could not sustain untrammelled 
industrialisation, the current one is more down to a conviction that scientists and environmentalists 
have been proved right about the reality and threat of climate change in particular).  

https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=9bykDwAAQBAJ&hl=en_GB&pg=GBS.PA243
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_C._Marshall_Institute
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10075065/1/Science-Policy-under-Thatcher.pdf
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/environmental-diplomacy/2018-09-24/us-climate-change-washingtons-see-saw-global-leadership
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/08/01/magazine/climate-change-losing-earth.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Summit
https://www.greenpeace.org/archive-international/en/news/Blogs/makingwaves/brent-spar-deep-green-rex-weyler/blog/57539/
http://www.ethicalcorp.com/business-strategy/brent-spar-battle-launched-modern-activism
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/The-Atlantic-Frontier-extract-from-Turning-of-the-Spar.pdf
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The reason Shell got punished by consumers and society in 1995 was because it broke an established 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴƻǊƳ όǘŀƪŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǳƳǇ ƛǘύΦ  .ǊŜƴǘ Spar was treated as an egregious 
exception, at variance with expectations (especially in Germany).  The prevailing assumption, even 
though in in many ways this was wrong, was that the big picture environmental problem was bad but 
being solved.  Plus of coǳǊǎŜ ōȅ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ΨǎƻƭǾŜŘΩΦ 

Post-UNCED Sustainable Development Impact  

aŀƴȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦b/95Ω ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƛǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻǇ-line outputs, were 
the Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Convention on Biodiversity, and Agenda 
21, designed to stimulate local government sustainability plans.  The latter were embraced fairly 
ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ΨwƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜΩ ƻƴ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
Development and in 2000, New Labour agreed to create a national Sustainable Development 
Commission which had access but no power in the government system.  It was finally abolished in 
2011.   

This process led to innumerable meetings and reports, launched many academic schools and research 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ 
at greening business, industry, government and the economy. Tim Jackson, Professor of Sustainable 
development at Surrey University, points out that the UK had the first government Sustainable 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ƛƴ мффп ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ нллр {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŜƴǾȅ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
working on it [SD] in oǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
government, it provided something of a relief valve against radical change, particularly in England.  
Agenda 21 initiatives suffered because they were made a local government responsibility in a 
centralised state in which power works top-down.   

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ{5Ω ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŀ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ 
ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƛƴ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜŎǘΦ όLǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ 
impact for example in shaping the Sustainable Development GoalsΣ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-up 
Rio+20, held in 2012).   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Development_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Development_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Development_Goals
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From the UK Committee on Climate Change Net Zero report 2019, p 48 

For my money, the decoupling of energy from economic growth (which in the UK is spectacular) 
[above], and [below] the gradual reduction of impacts from waste ( a lot less spectacular), are 
candidate parameters for an effect of SD, as they relied on multiple decisions by businesses and many 
different institutions.  

 

Source as above 

Among the alumni of the academic sustainability industry is Jem Bendell, author of the 2018 
ŘŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ Ψ5ŜŜǇ !ŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ paper (downloaded over 450,000 times), influential with many 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 9Ȅǘƛƴction Rebellion.   

From my perspective, the sustainability paradigm helped mainstream fundamental rethinking of 
societies and economies because it is broad and very plastic, highly adaptable and taking many forms.  
But as a driver of change that is also itǎ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΦ  !ƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛǘǎ ΨŀƎŜƴŘŀΩ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴǎΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
bifurcates until its resources run out, like a rivulet of water trickling into desert sand.   

.ŀŎƪ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ-lived green period I asked the late Richard Sandbrook, then director of IEED, 
ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΦ   IŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ 
originally been coined to catalyse the 1980 World Conservation Strategy by helping bring developing 
countries onside.  They feared that by agreeing to protect ecosystems they might cut off their path to 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  .ǳǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƻƪΩ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΩΦ  Iƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΣ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǾŀƎǳŜΦ  

Similarly, I was told that during her brief eco-enthusiasm, UK Prime Minister Thatcher proposed a huge 
research budget to show how to operationalise sustainability, and called the UK research councils 
together to make their pitches.  All of them declared the task was impossible because it could not be 
defined and was therefore a useless concept.  All except for the political scientists who said that its 
ambiguity was its principal utility. Thatcher (a chemist) got exasperated and canned the idea. 

{ƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻƻ ǿƻƻƭƭȅ and diverse for the limited big-chunk 
decision making of the centralised UK state to deal with, and on the other was so managerial and 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-stopping-global-warming/
https://www.lifeworth.com/deepadaptation.pdf
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delivery orientated that it required power and resources far beyond enthusiasts near the grass-roots 
to implement, except perhaps in cities with mayors, and in businesses.  As a concept it attracted what 
ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǿ Ŏŀƭƭ ΨǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΩ ǘƘƛƴƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ όŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ tƛƻƴŜŜǊǎύ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ-plus-green 
activities, some of whom, like Bendell, later found that they had strived for years, even decades, 
without resolving the big picture issues which first motivated them.   

Sustainable development projects certainly hoovered-up some idealistic and young people in the 
1990s and 2000s but more radical activist groups also developed for example over GMOs, live animal 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŀŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ /ŀƳǇǎ CƻǊ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ŀƳǇΩ όǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
уύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǎŀǿ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
DǊŜŜƴǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ΨƎǊŀǎǎ ǊƻƻǘǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎΦ  WƻƘƴ {ŀǳǾŜƴ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴǇŜŀŎŜ ǎŀȅǎ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ YƛƴƎǎƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
significant in 2007. First time a jury found activists not guilty on climate grounds in the crown court. It 
marked the beginning of the end of new coal fired power stations anŘ ƘŀǎǘŜƴŜŘ ŎƻŀƭΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜέΦ 
(Six Greenpeace activists accused of causing £30,000 of criminal damage by painting the word 
ΨDƻǊŘƻƴΩ όŦƻǊ DƻǊŘƻƴ .Ǌƻǿƴύ on the coal power station chimney, were acquitted on grounds that they 
were attempting to prevent climate change causing greater damage around the world.  Those 
acquitted included Ben Stewart and Will Rose, now better known for starting the group Led By 
Donkeys). 
 
Conventional NGOs also proliferated and grew at this time, at least up until the recession of 2008.  Did 
this dynamic prevent an earlier emergence of a youth-led climate movement such aǎ DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ 
ƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ·wΚ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎǳŎƘ 
things in those decades and it may just be that by 2018 a multitude of factors had come together by 
chance, meaning the right people came along at the right time and ignited the new climate movement.  

Concern About Climate Change 

Other polling (than the trackers above) gives a better indicator of concern about climate change where 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƛƴōǳƛƭǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ΨƛǎǎǳŜǎΩΦ   ! ¦Y ǎǳǊǾŜȅ 
released in August 2019 by IPSOS-Mori found concern about climate change hit a record high since 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƘŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ нллрΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ όрн҈ύ ΨǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΩΦ 

 

So it had nearly tripled from when the question was asked in 2014 and also surpassed the previous 
record of 44% but of course the 44% back in 2005 pre-dated the activities of  XR and Great Thunberg, 
which began in 2018.   Similarly (below) the tƻǘŀƭ ΨŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΩ ǊƻǎŜ ǘƻ ур҈ ƛƴ нлмф ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀ 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2008/sep/11/activists.kingsnorthclimatecamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Led_By_Donkeys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Led_By_Donkeys
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/concern-about-climate-change-reaches-record-levels-half-now-very-concerned
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ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǎ нллр όун҈ύΦ  {ƻ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ 
has driven climate concern to unprecedented levels is not borne out by these results.  

 

Another graph presented by Leo Barasi in a May 2019 blog for CarbonBrief showed a similar result: 
the totaƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ΨǾŜǊȅΩ ƻǊ ΩŦŀƛǊƭȅΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿŀǎ тт҈ ƛƴ aŀȅ нллуΣ ŀƴŘ ул҈ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмфΦ 

 

wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ Ǉƻƭƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нллу ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлмфΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
ŦǊƻƳ άǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘέ όŘŀǊƪ ǊŜŘύ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ άƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭέ όŘŀǊƪ ōƭǳŜύΦ tƻƭƭǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ahwLΣ 
Opinium, BEIS and its predecessor DECC. Source: Noise of the Crowd. Chart by Carbon Brief using 
Highcharts 

ahwL ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ όто҈ύ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
change, continuing a trend which has seen this rise from two ƛƴ ŦƛǾŜ όпм҈ύ ƛƴ нлмлΩΦ   

https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-rolls-reveal-surge-in-concern-in-uk-about-climate-change?utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=GuestPost-LBarasi
https://www.highcharts.com/
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To me, this suggests that real-world signals such as weather events were driving changes in 
perception.    The recent MORI polling brought more good news for the new climate movement in 
that MORI also found that most people in BǊƛǘŀƛƴ όрр҈ύ ΨǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
ǘƻ ƴŜǘ ȊŜǊƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ нлрл ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩΦ    

A 2010 World Bank survey of 15 countries (diagram below) found an average of 58% of respondents 
ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŀǊƳŜŘ ƴƻǿΩ ōȅ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

Many other international surveys found that the UK public opinion was for a long time comparatively 
ƘƛƎƘ ƻƴ ΩǳƴŘŜŎƛŘŜŘΩ ƻǊ ǎŎŜǇǘƛŎΩ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ нлмл ς нлмф ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ΩǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΩ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  /ƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛven by perceptions of changes to real weather rather 
than climate change proxies such as scientific modelling or even protests. 

 

 

Antonia Dickman, Head of Energy and Environment Research at Ipsos MORI, said: 

άLƴ нллрκс ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ŀ ǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ !ƭ DƻǊŜΩǎ LƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ Yȅƻǘƻ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 

https://www.academia.edu/20087223/Perceptions_of_climate_change_worldwide?auto=download
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the Stern Report. But climate fatigue appeared to set in, particularly in the aftermath of the economic 
crash when it struggled to compete for public consciousness. Recently though concern has been 
creeping up again, and after events such as Extinction Rebellion, the school strikes for climate, and the 
climate emeǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ōȅ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎέΦ 

Tim Jackson identifies 2006-ф ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ¦Y ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΩ  ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нллс {ǘŜǊƴ 
Report, the 2007 Climate Act, backing of key politicians such as Ed Milliband and establishment of new 
climatŜ bDhǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ млмл όƴƻǿ ΨPossibleΩύ ƛƴ нллфϐ  

A long running Gallup poll shows a similar pattern from the US, with environment ranked more 
important than economic growth in all years except those immediately after the economic  recession, 
which started in 2008. 

   

Other factors which probably depressed willingness to support climate action in the first decade of 
ǘƘƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ нллф ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ-ƎŀǘŜΩ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƭŜŀƪǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǎŎŜǇǘƛŎǎ ŀǎ a 
scandal (discussed here,  here and hereύΦ /ƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ΨǊŜŀƭΩ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
suppress expressions of concern.   

¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘǊŀŎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΥ ƛŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ Ƴŀke progress on a topic, 
convictions about its merit as a political issue will decrease because it will reduce the expectancy of a 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘΦ  LŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻƭǳōƭŜ όōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ǎƻƭǾŜŘύ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ΨǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘΩΦ  
Consequently when the 2009 /ƻǇŜƴƘŀƎŜƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ht ǿŀǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŦŀƛƭŜŘΩΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ΨƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΩ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ 

[ƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ¦{ Ǉƻƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΩ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ όōŜƭƻǿύ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ 
remarkable stability with 50 ς тл҈ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ Ψŀ  ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΩ ƻǊ Ψŀ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ мфуф - 2014: 

     

https://www.wearepossible.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2010/feb/23/british-public-belief-climate-poll
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2010/jul/07/climate-emails-question-answer
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2010/jul/07/climate-emails-question-answer
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From  Capstick et al International trends in public perceptions of climate change over 
the past quarter century 

The authors point out that what this does not show is the severe political polarisation that took place 
in the US in the 2000s, peaking around 2008-2010.  This pitted Republicans against Democrats along 
a climate-sceptic v climate-action axis as well as a values one, and as several studies have found, was 
at its most extreme in the Congress rather than in the public.  This led to inconsistent US Federal 
policies and finally, extreme climate scepticism and pro-fossil policies under Trump.  So population 
concern may be consistently high but that may not translate into action if there is a social and political 
stand-off:  potentially relevant for Extinction Rebellion. 

As partly-US-funded climate sceptic propaganda groups established in Britain, a version of this divide 
developed in the UK, with the right wing of the Conservative Party becoming aggressively climate-
sceptic.  This led to Prime Minister David Cameron abandoning his own attempt at green 
modernisation begun in 2005, and to the current de facto prohibition on new onshore wind farms in 
England.  The ERG (an extreme Conservative Party faction called the European Research Group) ran 
an intense campaign in 2012 which made climate and renewables policy into a wedge issue within the 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ tŀǊǘȅΦ  Lǘ ŘǊƻǾŜ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǎŎŜǇǘƛŎƛǎƳΣ  ǘƻ ǊŜƴƻǳƴŎŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ŎǊŀǇΩΣ ŀƴŘ 
ultimately into Brexit.  

 

From Killing The Wind of England 2018 

News Media Attention: A Lagging Indicator  

The mounting wave of extreme climate events in recent years has caused increasing public disquiet, 
probably including a feeling that climate change was being under-reported by the media.  News 
ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƭŀƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊΩ ƻŦ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƳǇƭƛŦȅ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  
This is because editors tend to be conservativŜΣ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ΨǘƘŜ 
ŀƎŜƴŘŀΩΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘŜǊŘ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀōƭŜ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ  hƴŎŜ ŀ ΨƴŜǿ ǘǊŜƴŘΩ ƛǎ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΩΣ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ άŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘŜΩ ǊŜŦƭŜȄ ōƻƻǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŘΦ  Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀke a 
ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀǎ ŀ ƘŜǊŘΣ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ΨǎŎŜǇǘƛŎǎΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
flipping to enthusiastic converts. 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/297922035_International_trends_in_public_perceptions_of_climate_change_over_the_past_quarter_century_WIREs_Clim_Change_6_2015_35-61_doi_101002wcc321
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/297922035_International_trends_in_public_perceptions_of_climate_change_over_the_past_quarter_century_WIREs_Clim_Change_6_2015_35-61_doi_101002wcc321
http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/?p=2345

